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18 December 2020 
 
Hon Rita Saffioti MLA 
Minister for Transport; Planning 
9th Floor 
Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
West Perth WA 6005 
 
Via email: minister.saffioti@dpc.wa.gov.au 
 
Dear Minister 
 
Re: Code 404 Concessional Licensing. 
 
You will be aware that a concessional licensing arrangement for Veteran and Vintage 
vehicles was introduced in 1964 upon request from the Veteran Car Club of WA (Inc) (VCC). 
This arrangement was subsequently enhanced to include unmodified vehicles up to 25 years 
old. That arrangement stands today and is currently called Concessional License Code 404. 
The concept around this arrangement was to encourage the restoration and preservation of 
historic vehicles. 
 
This arrangement has now been extended to over 100 motoring clubs who are all members 
of the Council of Motoring Clubs of WA (Inc) (CMC). 
 
The demographic of the people who are members of the VCC and similar car clubs is 
overwhelmingly that of people aged over 65. These clubs, with thousands of members, 
make a significant contribution to the health and wellbeing of many Western Australians in 
both the metropolitan and regional areas. The social impact of these organisations is of 
significant importance when considering the age profile of this constituency. 
 
Over the past 56 years, what is now the Code 404 arrangement has operated on a highly 
successful basis and with the passing of time, a second group of modified vehicle 
enthusiasts have now sought a similar concession for their vehicles. It is our understanding 
that these arrangements are nearing finalisation (Code C4C). The VCC acknowledges that 
the optimum arrangement is that Code 404 and C4C regulations be consistent as it is 
considered that VCC (and other similar clubs) may accept certain types of modified cars on 
a case-by-case individual assessment.  
 
The CMC has participated in negotiations with the Department of Transport (DoT) and your 
ministerial staff around code 404/C4C arrangements as part of an overall structure, and the 
initial understanding was that the arrangements around Code 404 would not change to any 
great degree. 
 
The proposed amendments are currently shown on the DoT web site under “Concessions” 
and the Code 404 changes are considered to be substantial as opposed to the original 
understanding that changes of the proposed magnitude would not happen. 
 
In broad terms, there appears to be three fundamental issues that are shown on the above-
mentioned website that are of great concern to the VCC and I am sure to all other CMC 
member clubs and these are: 
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1. Reporting requirements 

2. Elimination of the “Road Testing” run 

3. Currently, a VCC member can use his/her vehicle to attend an event organised by 
CMC or another CMC member club. It is understood that the 60 runs per car are 
restricted to the club to which the vehicle was first licensed. 

 
1. Reporting requirements.  

The indicated requirement of the new Code 404 regulations for a club to report vehicle 
usage against the allocated days of use is somewhat overwhelming and a significant impost 
for the VCC. As a club, we have several thousand cars registered under Code 404, but in 
addition, we have 12 Branches spread throughout the State and some eight Sections in the 
Metropolitan area, all of which organise events, as does the Club Executive.  
 
Currently to attend an event the club operates on a paper-based registration system as 
historically this has worked plus, due to the demographics of members, there are many who 
are not computer literate. The focus of a hobby club is for members to enjoy their cars and at 
a Club Management level it is becoming increasingly difficult to attract people with the 
appropriate skill due to the range and complexity of various Acts and regulations that overlay 
a club operation in today’s world.  
 
The understanding under the new arrangement is that the VCC will be required to capture all 
vehicle usage statistics (per vehicle). With an organisation as large as the VCC that means a 
very significant move away from current arrangements. This can only be achieved with an 
appropriate computer system. As mentioned above, the VCC has many Branches and 
Sections and to collate any sort of manual system in a timely and accurate way would be a 
significant task.  
 
It is fully acknowledged why DoT would want such a report to monitor compliance but given 
that clubs like the VCC (and all other CMC clubs) are managed by volunteers and do not 
have the means and resources of a Corporation to install sophisticated systems (and the 
appropriate people to manage them) in order to efficiently meet the proposed reporting 
requirements, this becomes a complex subject. Even with a computer system, many 
members would not be able to complete an on-line Event Entry which means to remain 
compliant, all Branches and Sections of the VCC would have to make arrangements for 
others to type details to the system. Again, an impost on a volunteer.  
 
The question then arises as to what form the report is to take, format requirements, 
timeframe etc. It is felt that DoT may not be aware of the full impact of their requirements in 
relation to monitoring this matter. 
 
Another option may be a “Logbook “system which then becomes the “responsibility” of the 
owner to complete and maintain. The downside to that is that Transport could only call on 
specific individuals to forward their logbook for scrutiny. This would be a random audit 
concept. 
 
2. Elimination of the “Road Testing” run. 

The current Code 404 regulations allow for a 30km “Road Testing” run. In the case of the 
older veteran, vintage and up to the 1960’s vehicles, there may be a pause in use for months 
at a time. As such, the tuning run concept was granted as with an older vehicle, there are 
several significant differences to a “modern” car.  
 
Safety is a key objective of the VCC, and these older cars need to be carefully checked and 
tested to ensure that they are running and operating correctly before they head off on a club 
event where traffic is involved. In the case of a modern car, the systems are very 
sophisticated, where most key components are computer managed, but in the old vehicles 
this certainly is not the case. 
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At the moment, this arrangement has been eliminated from the Code 404 regulations which 
seems to be unreasonable. If a member takes his vehicle for a short run to establish any 
issues and then another once any issues are rectified, two “Impromtu “runs have been 
eliminated before the vehicle can “safely” attend any event. The same issue would apply to a 
modified C4C vehicle. 
 
3. Currently, a VCC member can use their vehicle to attend an event organised by 
CMC or a CMC member club. It is understood that the 60 runs per car are restricted to 
the club to which the vehicle was first licensed. 

Within the VCC, there are members who are members of other major “one make” clubs such 
as Jaguar, MG, Holden, Ford Model A Clubs etc, while the CMC organises events such as 
the Classic Car Show at Ascot Raceway. 
 
We would like clear clarification around the following: 

• What events a VCC member can attend by using one of his/her 60-day usage 
allocation. For example, is the 60 days tied to the club which processed the “First 
time” registration of the vehicle under 404 arrangements?  

• If a VCC member attends a Model A Ford Club run for example (Of which he/she is a 
member) does this mean that an “Impromptu run” declaration is required or can  one 
of the 60 days be used providing the VCC member is a financial member of the 
Model A Ford Club? 

• As a further example, across any one year, motoring car clubs support many of WA’s 
Charity Organisation’s fund raising activities. There are many examples of this 
valuable contribution made by motoring clubs to the wider community. These Charity 
events will also be affected by the proposed amendments to Code 404. Under the 
existing arrangement, provided one DoT approved car club sponsors a charity event, 
all surrounding car club’s members holding Code 404 registrations can attend without 
the need for their club to be involved.  If the requirement for each club to maintain a 
record of ‘vehicle use’ by their members is imposed, each Club will need to endorse 
the charity event and have their members register their participation.  This will not 
only add to the administrative burden of the VCC (and other CMC clubs) but also the 
Charity Organisation who will need to approach each club to gain support.  

 
In regard to these issues please contact our Secretary Mr Alex Kirwood directly on 0419 842 
573  or via email: lindakirkwood@iprimus.com.au. 
 
In conclusion, the VCC urges you review these proposed amendments to Concessional 
Registration Code 404 with a view to minimising the Club Administrative burden of any forth 
coming amendments and clarifying the questions raised above. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Terry Duke 
President  
 
CC. Mr Geoff Moor, President Council of Motoring Clubs of WA (Inc) 
       Mr Frank Casella, Secretary Council of Motoring Clubs of WA (Inc) 
 
 

Mail address: PO Box 79 Bentley WA 6982 Clubrooms: 265 Hale Road, Wattle Grove 
Branches: Albany, Busselton, Collie, Eastern Goldfields, Esperance, Central and Upper Gt Southern, Mid West, Peel, 

Warren/Blackwood, York, Chittering, Donnybrook 
Sections: Veteran, Vintage, Post Vintage, Military, Model T Ford, Mustang/Shelby, Humber & Rootes Group, Dodge 

www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au 
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