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Welcome

Welcome to the latest editio n of OVR with the front cover featuring our very
own ©O6house brandd of New Year  Ctippeeof .Black |
Sheep Ale best contact the Black Sheep Brewery, Masham, Yorkshire who can

tell you who your local purveyor is.

BORN AND BRED IN
MASHAM, YORKSHIRE

What has this to do with Vincents? Not much - The OVR editor is also known BEST BITTER
as the Black Sheep .

est. 1992

You can learn more about Black Sheep Brewing by clicking here.

If you have received this copy of OVR indirectly from another reader you can easily have your
very own future editions  delivered directly to your p  ersonal email inbox ; simply click on this link
to register for your FREE  subscription.

Remember, t o access the complete OVR archive from any device, just go to
https://goo.qgl/jZkiFb

Mactzr—

Melbourne, Australia.
Email: ozvinreview@gmail.com

Letter s to the Editor

Hi Martyn,

Thank you for another interesting issue of OVR.

The un -named individual on the right of the picture on p24 (December OVR) with Messrs
Bruce/lrving and their speed machine, is one of yours. Arthur Simcock was an Australian who

rode the Isle of Man TT from 1927 -1933 and then, along with Vic Brittain, was part of the two -
man Travelling Marshal team, when the service was first used on the Mountain Course in 1935.

Best wishes,

David , UK

Hi Martyn,

| was chatting to you at the Q  ueensland Rally and you asked for any interesting items for OVR.
| have come into possession of a number
of photos from Brian Payne (Payney) of

Tranzac Exhaust and racing sidecar fame.

Brian seldom made drawings of anything
he built but he did photograph most

things, and | now have a collection of

many of his sidecar projects he built or
worked on. | worked next door to Payney
for a few years and spent many hours
picking his brain and learning by

watching.



https://youtu.be/kqvEYJhIFvw
http://eepurl.com/cid4WD
https://goo.gl/jZkiFb
mailto:ozvinreview@gmail.com

After Payney passed over a while back his

daughter passed on his photos to Bert Skuse

and then Bert passed them on to our road racing
club and | now have digital copies of them.

The pics attached are of probably the last
kneeler Sandy McCrae had, | don't know if
Payney built it or was just working on it. The
writing on the back of the pics is Payney's
hand writing.

| trust you can use them even though the quality is poor.

Kin d regards, Damian Deane , Queensland Section

Four Score Years and Ten :

Dispatched from the  Stevenage works December 23, 1929, this
Vincent H.R.D. Rapid celebrates its 90 ™ Birthday

In ten years we will be I\ | | SOOI Ry
able to celebrate the Akt LML T e
centenary of the first
motorcycle that was
produced at the Vincent -
HRD works at Stevenage.

| am the custodian of one
of the bikes manufactured
during that fi rst year of
operations at the works.

During the 1999 Vincent
Owners Club (VOC)
International Rally in the
UK, | was given a list of
the bikes that were
produced by Phillip
Vincent during that first
year of operation, and if
the list is correct, only 25
bikes were made.

Although this was the S S e A
beginning of the great depression, the British motorcycle manufacturers continued to produce
reasonable numbers of motorcycles, and according to a web source more than 200 companies
produced 147,000 motorcycles in 1 929. Despite the level of motorcycle sales in 1929, it is
surprising that Phillip Vincent was able to keep his business afloat with such low production
levels.



Another one of the bikes that was produced by Phillip Vincent during that first year was the b ike
that Scotsman Jack Gill rode around the world, and on which the Australian automotive

engineer Phil Irving was the pillion passenger for the section of the trip from Australia back to

England via New Zealand and Canada. How different the history of the Vincent marque would
have been i f Phil Il rving had

to the British Isles.

not

accepted Jack

The Gill bike would have been very similar to mine except that his had a 600cc SV JAP motor,

whereas mine has t he 500cc

version

of

t he s ame motor .

sidecar for carrying fuel and oil, spare parts, spare tyres and tubes, a tool kit, food and camping

gear.

My bike was not quite a barn find as it was sitting in a courtyard exposed

under a cover.

to the elements but

As found it was in poor
condition, but was largely

complete. The petrol tank
had been repainted green.
The bike has a JAP 500cc SV
engine, a three -speed hand
shift Burman gearbox, and

Druid front forks.

When found the only
markings to identify it as a
Vincent was the company logo
cast into the fishtail exhaust
muffler. 1 have never seen
another one of these mufflers.
Surprisingly, in addition to
the original muffler, it still
had what appeared to be the
origina | fuel and oil tank caps,
and the JAP embossed cover

for the magneto drive. The front forks appeared to have been repaired at some stage and it
looked like the bike had been involved in a front -ender.

Soon after finding the bike | joined the UK
original factory records.

The c¢club was able t
bike. The form was number 169 and date
to discover that the engine, frame
and gearbox numbers all matched.
The bike had been supplied without
a speedometer, lighting set or horn.
The order form also contained lots of
other interesting information,
including the name of the person
who assembled the bike, who did the
road test, what the weather
conditions were, the name of the
person who passed the bike
(presumably their quality cont  rol
check), and who crated it for
shipment. The signature at the
bottom of the form was non -other

-based Vincent Owners Club, which holds some of the

provi de

me

with a copy of

d 16th November 1929, and | was pleasantly surprised
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