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Merry Christmas !

Disclaimer: The editor does not necessarily agree with or endorse any of the opinions expressed in, nor the accuracy of content, in published articles or endorse
products or services no matter how or where mentioned; likewise hints, tips or modifications must be confirmed with a competent party before implementation.

Welcome
Welcome to this latest edition of The Oz Vincent Review. This edition the front cover features the
wonderful Cademartori Vincent Christmas Poster .
This edition is a tad “thin” and I expect next months will be as well. Why is this so? The
editorial team of OVR is just me – and early Nov I underwent minor spinal surgery (T1-L5-L4
fusion) so just for now I’m not as nimble as I would like. I hope to be back to 100% real soon.
Now if you were thinking of sending me material for inclusion in OVR now would be a good time
to do it – a sort of Xmas present from you to the OVR readership community – plus I would
appreciate the support. Go on – you know you want too.
OVR has updated it internet presence; From the new OVR web site (Click Here To Visit) you
may request a free OVR subscription, visit the OVR archives (remember only updated once a
year) or initiate an email to OVR
If you have received this copy of OVR indirectly from another reader, visit the OVR web site (see
above) to register for your very own Free subscription.

Melbourne, Australia.
Email: OVR@optusnet.com.au

Letters To The Editor
Dear Martyn, Re OVR # 32:
1)
I was interested to read the notes about fitting the Honda clutch to a Comet. However, I
was disappointed to see the poor quality wire locking for the clutch centre nut - especially so
when the ESA nut was done so neatly. Also with a heavily loaded installation like the ESA,
wire locking will very likely fail if the splines are not in good condition.
2)
In the article “Restoring Lost Power” I must query the assertion that wear of the rocker
fork resulted in lost valve lift. Surely as the fork gradually wore, the clearance would be taken
up with the tappet adjuster and lift would effectively have been restored, or the motor would
have been hellishly noisy. Or have I missed something?
Glyn Baxter, UK

A Number to Cherish,
Another great contribution from David Wright

When Howard Davies took his brand new H.R.D. motorcycles to race at the Isle of Man Tourist
Trophy meeting in 1925, riders were permitted up to two-weeks of early-morning practice, to
learn their way around the famous 37¾ mile Mountain Course. However, they did not have it to
themselves, for in a difficult to believe scenario, the organisers warned them: 'Competitors
should note that the roads are not closed to other traffic during the times allotted to practising,
and carts and other traffic may then be encountered'.

Riding at speed over roads open to other traffic must have added greatly to the excitement
of those early-morning outings, particularly when trying to take the racing line. That traffic may
not have been heavy, but there was sufficient for competitors to regale each other with hairraising tales of near misses, as they warmed themselves over hot cups of cocoa in the Cadbury's
Paddock refreshment tent after practice sessions. Another feature stemming from practising on
open roads was that competitors' machines had to be legally registered and taxed for road use.
The Isle of Man had its own system of vehicle
licensing, but as visiting machines could be ridden on
UK registrations, it did not present over-much of a
problem.
For reasons unknown, Howard Davies chose to
register his H.R.D. race bikes on the Isle of Man in
1925, rather than bring them already registered with
UK numbers. Four machines, two 350cc and two
500cc, were brought to the Island for the use of
Davies and employee Harry Harris. They were
registered as MN 3840, MN 3841, MN 3842 and MN
3843. Not too concerned with the finer points of
registration, photographs show that some of the
numbers allocated to 350s were used on 500s and
vice-versa.
A photograph of Howard Davies on his 1925 Senior TT
winning H.R.D., with St Ninian's church in the
background.
Already a TT-winner for A.J.S. in 1921,
Howard Davies performances at the 1925 TT have gone down in history as some of the greatest
of all time, for on his virtually un-tried J.A.P.-powered machines, he rode to second place in the
350cc Junior race and then defeated a host of established TT-winning makes - Norton,
Sunbeam, A.J.S., Scott, Douglas and others - to take victory in the 'Blue Riband' 500cc Senior
race.

The publication 'The Motor Cycle and Cycle Trader' was moved to write of Davies
performances at the 1925 TT: 'in the annals of the trade there has probably been nothing so
romantic nor any achievement so outstanding as that which may be placed to the credit of
H.R.D.'
Returning to H.R.D. Motors Limited's Wolverhampton works, there was no further use for the
Manx registrations and they were allowed to lapse.
Some 75 years later, I was doing some general research on Manx registered H.R.D. and
Vincent motorcycles. In one of those 'I wonder what?' moments, I enquired of the status of MN
3840, the registration used on Davies 1925 Senior TT-winner and found that it had lain dormant
and not been re-issued. As a Manx resident, I knew that for a modest fee under what the
Licensing Authority called its 'cherished number' scheme, MN 3840 could be mine and, very
quickly, it was. Perhaps I should have put it on my Vincent Comet, but decided to use it on my
car, and there it remains, serving as a daily reminder of Howard Davies superb performance in
1925.

Through the mid-1920s, the TT organisers made regular
representations to the Manx authorities to have the roads of
the TT course closed to ordinary traffic during practice for
the races, but without success. One early morning at the
1927 TT, young Archie Birkin was riding the several bends of
Rhencullen, when he met a fish lorry coming in the opposite
direction. Swerving to avoid it, Archie crashed and was
killed. Coming from a well-known family, his death made the
pages of the national newspapers and was instrumental in persuading the authorities to close
the roads during practice the following year.
While it is not identified with any form of nameboard, many still know the bend where
Archie perished as Birkin's - a fitting, but sad, testimonial to a young racer.

Request for Information; Can You Help?
Hi Martyn, Can any OVR reader identify the magazine and date of this article on DENIS
MINETT?
Judging from the details in the text of 'VW Australasia' etc it may well have been in
an Australian magazine. Does anyone recall the series "Where are they now?" I hope for some
replies! David j Jones. Email your replies to david_j_jones@zen.co.uk

Event Calendar
2016
December 4
2017
March 19-30

July 2
2018
August

BHMCC Motorcycle Swap Meet; @ Llanelly Public Hall, Llanelly, Victoria,
Australia. Food & camping available on-site Contact Rex 0407 683 376
Tassie Tour 2017 (Australia), open to pre 1970 British bikes – for more info
contact tassietour2017@hotmail.com . This fantastic 10 day tour is limited to
just 100 bikes so if you are interested, act now. LATEST: While now fully sold
out there is a waiting list so it may not be too late if you act fast.

Classic Motorcycle Event at the Tramway Museum in Derbyshire, UK .
More details on their website www.tramway.co.uk
Australian National VOC Rally, to be held in Queensland; start your planning
now.

Motorcycle Chain Wax
The only manufacturer that I have
managed to find that makes proper
Motorcycle Chain Wax is Putoline Chain
Wax 1kg. Despite its name, it is the
traditional motorcycle chain wax (not the
wax chain lube in a spray can). Big metal
tin (24cm by 7.5cm), that contains solid
wax, that you heat up the tin; the wax
melts and penetrates deep in to the
interior of the chain.
The 1kg bit is important since you do not
want wax chain lube in a spray can
(which is totally different, more like chain
oil!).
Chain wax still by far the best way to lubricate a non-o ring chain saving you not only a fortune
in new chains and sprockets (chain and sprockets will last much, much, much, much longer),
but also keeps the chain in a near new condition, so resistance does not build up anywhere near
as much (= more power at back wheel). BUT Chain wax cannot be used on O, X or Z ring chains,
since it would melt the rubber of the rings.
The chain wax can be used over and over again (since it uses very little wax per chain), so one
tin will last a very long time, will not age and will be good for many, many years.
The chances are if you are under 50 years old, you have never heard of Motorcycle Chain Wax.
If you are over 50 years old and were motorcycling in your youth, you have probably used it and
know everything about it.
Remember you cannot use hot wax on any type of “sealed” chain.
In Oz, Putoline Chain Wax, 1Kg, may be obtained from Matt Jones Motorcycles, in Melton, Vic.
who
will
ship
Australia
wide.
Phone
03
9746
0134
or
email
speedway@mattjonesmotorcycles.com.au

Workshop
Wisdom

Kick Start Dental Work
Often one reads about the need to “file” the lead
tooth on a Kick Starter quadrant to avoid the
dreaded “locking” of the kick starter. Attempting
to force the kick starter once locked may result
in damage to the kick start shaft, the kick start
quadrant, the driven pinion, the rider’s foot or
the rider’s leg – and any one or any combination
of damaged items is possible.
Once the kick starter becomes locked
accepted release technique is to engage a
then rock the bike back n forth till the
starter becomes free, then gearbox back
neutral and try the kick starter again.

the
gear
kick
into

Despite extensive research I was unable to find
any guidance on just how the quadrant lead in
tooth should be shaped to avoid lock up - until
now.
Recently I purchase a NOS Burman Kick Start
quadrant from Draganfly in the UK for use in the
Burman box fitted to my Comet. I also purchase
a second kick start quadrant – again NOS – from the VOC Spares company for the same
purpose. Both are pictured and as you can see there is very little difference.
Also pictured is a close up of the lead in
tooth
superimposed
over
another
quadrant clearly showing how it needs to
be shaped.
Note that its top surface
slopes slightly towards the valley of the
first “full” tooth

In order to provide the best opportunity
for smooth engagement between the kick
start quadrant and the kick start driven
pinion it is advisable to polish the lead in
tooth, especially its upper surface.
There is also real benefit to be gained if
the tip of each tooth on the engaged
pinion is also polished.

Series A Parts – E29 Cam Followers
As you and many others are aware that creative Australian duo of Neal Videan and Rodney
Brown have made many parts (almost everything really) for their fantastic and prize winning
Series A twin project and they also manufacture a very large range of parts for post war Vincents
as well.
As they built the Series A Twins
up they needed good quality E29
Cam Followers. Being fortunate
to have the original factory
drawings for these gave them
head start.
With Rodney being a metallurgical
engineer also helped as he had
access to a range of state of the
art analytical equipment that
ensured they were on the correct
path.
This enthusiastic team
soon struck a forging Die for
these, reasoning that in this
application a forged Cam Follower
was superior to a cast Cam
Follower. Neal has already done
over one thousand forged post war
ET29 Cam Followers and that
experience also helped with the
decision making process with the
pre war parts.
As the Series A enthusiasts are smaller in number than the post war enthusiasts they produced
only enough for their project and a small quantity of extras to make it cost effective for all
concerned. So if you enjoy riding the pre-war machinery these hard to source parts – works of
art really - will help keeping it that way.
Please contact either Rodney
(rodneybrown58@icloud.com)
or
Neal (nvidean@optusnet.com.au) if
you would like to purchase these
newly manufactured Series A
parts. Cost is AUD $125 each
plus shipping
Shown two photos of their E29
Cam Followers.
This duo also did the E30 Cam
Follower Spindles as per original,
and don’t worry, they have
assured OVR that
Series A
Rockers will be here in time for
Christmas.

Ariels On Display

ARIELS were an Australian make! Well this collection was anyway; Using JAP motors
they were made in Australia by the Ariel Cycle & Motor Works at 114 Nicholson Street,
Footscray, Victoria, Australia. The factory had no connection with the English Ariel
factory, the proprietor was J. Anderson and later E.C.Roberts. They were manufacturing
bicycles and motorcycles from around 1910, to at least 1925. Later they made bicycles
through to the 1950's

Note: Spirit of Nitre is a mixture of 2% Ethyl Nitrite to 98% Ethanol, by volume; however it may be replaced by straight
ethyl alcohol

Buy, Swap n’ Sell
If you have anything that you want to buy, swap or sell you can now do so, free of cost, in this section of OVR. All you
need do is send a email to the editor of OVR with the text of your advertisment. OVR will NOT be providing any
editorial or corrections – what you send is what will be published. Of course OVR cannot accept any responsibility for
anything to do with the items advertised – that’s a buyer/seller matter. Items will be listed in 2 consecutive editions of
OVR.

Bo Hoo .. The store is empty!

Service Providers
The Service Providers listed have been used with a degree of satisfaction by OVR readers in the past. Just because they are listed
does not imply an endorsment of them by OVR. Service providers are not charged a fee for this service nor can service providers
themselves request that their information be included, though they may request that an entry refering to them be removed.

Spares:
V3 Products, Australia: (aka Neal Videan) has an extensive range of top quality Vincent Spares including
multiplate clutches for twins, oil leak eliminator kits, socket head tappet adjusters, paper element oil
filters and lots lots more. Ships worldwide. Email for a price list to nvidean@optusnet.com.au
Coventry Spares Ltd, USA: Fantastic service and deep product knowledge plus extensive range of
excelent Vincent Spares and tools.
Ships Worldwide.
See website for more information
http://www.thevincentparts.com
Conway Motors Ltd, UK: Anti-Sumping Valves, Comet Multi-Plate clutch conversions for Comets plus an
extensive range of excelent Vincent Spares. Ships Worldwide. Email for more information steve@conwaymotors.co.uk
VOC Spares Company Ltd, UK: Full range of Vincent Spares. Ships Worldwide. Visit their web site for
more information http://www.vincentspares.co.uk.
Terry Prince Classic Motorbikes, Australia: Specialises in restoration, manufacture of new parts, and
the development and manufacture of high performance components for Vincent motor cycles. For more
information visit the web site Click Here or telephone +61 2 4568 2208
Fastline Spokes, based in Broadford, Victoria, can supply Australian made spokes for just about any
bike. Owner Bruce Lotherington manufactures spokes to order with a turn around time of less than 1
week. For more info see www.fastlinespokes.com.au or phone (+61) 0411 844 169
Union Jack Motorcycles, Australia: Full range of Triumph, Amal and control cable parts, plus an
extensive range of Vincent parts. Ships worldwide. More info at the website www.unionjack.com.au
Pablo’s Motorcycle Tyres, Australia: Road, Classic, Road Racing, Classic Racing, Enduro, Motocross,
Speedway, Trials and Slicks....and if they haven't got it - they'll get it! For more info see their web site
www.pablos.com.au
Paul Goff, UK: A massive range of electrical spares and replacements including 6 and 12V quartz Halogen
bulbs, LED lamps, solid state voltage regulators and lots lots more. Ships Worldwide. PayPal accepted.
See Paul’s website for more information www.norbsa02.freeuk.com

Nuts n Bolts:
Acme Stainless Steel, UK: All stainless steel fasteners are machined to original samples supplied by
customers and clubs over the years to enable us to keep your machine looking authentic and rust free!
Ships Worldwide. More info at their web site www.acmestainless.co.uk
Classic Fastners, Australia: Classic Fasteners is a family owned business, established in 1988. Their aim
is to supply obsolete and hard to obtain fasteners for your restoration project be it a professional or private
venture. The print catalogue, available for download, lists the current complete range. Ships Worldwide.
http://www.classicfasteners.com.au/
Precision Shims Australia: All types of shims made to your requirements, ships worldwide. More info at
their web site www.precisionshims.com.au
V3 Products (see entry under Spares above) also stocks a large range of Vincent specific nuts n bolts.
Keables, Australia: The original nut n bolt specialists who are able to supply just about anything with
threads and bits to match such as taps n dies. Recently have relocated to 11 Braid St, West Footscray,
Vic. Ph 03 9321 6400. Web site www.keables.com.au

Restoration Services:
Steve Barnett, Australia. Master coachbuilder and fuel tank creater who does incrediable workmanship;
located in Harcourt, Victoria. Ph +61 3 5474 2864, email steviemoto@hotmail.com
Ken Phelps, Australia – Qualified aircraft engineer and builder and daily rider of Norvins for over 30
years, who has the skill and experience to carry out overhauls, rebuilds, general repairs and maintenance
to Vincent HRD motorcycles. Full machine shop facilities enabling complete engine and chassis
rebuilds, Painting, wiring, polishing, aluminium welding and wheel building. Ken Phelps Phone:
(61+) 0351760809 E-mail: ogrilp400@hotmail.com . Located in Traralgon, Victoria, Australia
Outer Cycles, Australia: Jim Browhly is a master craftsman who manufactures bespoke motorcycle
exhaust systems for classic bikes, no job is beyond his capability, so if you do need a new system that will
be made to your precise requirements, give Jim a call, telephone 03 9761 9217.
Grant White – Motor Trimmer, Australia: Specialising in Vintage and Classic Cars and Motorcycles.
Located in Viewbank, Victoria. ph 03 9458 3479 or email grantwhite11@bigpond.com
Ace Classics Australia is a Torquay Vic. based Restoration business specialising only in British Classic
and Vintage Motorcycles. Complementing this service, they provide in-house Vapour Blasting, Electrical
Repairs and Upgrades, Magneto and Dynamo Restoration plus Servicing and Repairs to all pre-1975
British Motorcycles. They are also the Australian Distributor and Stockist for Alton Generators and
Electric Starters. Phone on 0418350350; or email alan@aceclassiscs.com.au . Their Web page is
www.aceclassics.com.au

General Services :
Cylinder Heads, Australia: Cylinder Heads are highly skilled engine experts with 30 years of experience
operating from their new Ringwood workshop. Alex has extensive experience in complete reconditioning of
motorcycle heads, including Vincents plus installation of hardened valve seats, valve guides and valve
stem seals. A precision engineer, Alex offers an extensive range of engine reconditioning and repair
services;
he also offers precision welding of all metals. For more information see
http://www.cylinderheadsvictoria.com.au or phone Alex on (03) 8838 8515
Peter Scott Motorcycles, Australia: Top quality magneto and dynamo services, from simple repairs to
complete restorations plus a comphrensive range of associated spares. Provides hi-output coil rewinds
with a 5 year warranty.
For more info contact Peter on (02) 9624 1262 or email
qualmag@optusnet.com.au
Ringwood Speedometer Service, Australia: Experts in the repair and restoration of all motorcycle,
automotive and marine instruments. Smiths cronometric specialists. Telephone (03) 9874 2260
Rays Custom Spray Painting, Australia: Ray Drever is skilled in paining bike tanks and frames. Also a
craftsman in flame work and airbrushing. Located near Geelong; contact Ray on 03 5251 2458 or 0402
988 284.
Dyson M/C Engineering, Australia: Wheel building, Crank rebuilds, Bead blasting, Rebores & Engine
Rebuilds and more. Located at 12 Chris Crt., Hillside, Victoria. Phone 0400 817 017
Piu Welding, Australia: Frank Piu is a master welding engineer who works with Aluminium as well as
steel. No job to small. Has been recommended by multiple OVR readers. Phone 03 9878 2337
MotorCycle Fairings, Australia: This crew are are total professionals when it comes to painting. Expert
service, quick turnaround and fair prices. http://www.melbournemotorcyclefairings.com.au/
Ph 03 9939 3344

You see him here, you see him there;

You find the the Baaaa…..st’d everywhere!

