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New ceiling fans to deal with those hot 

summer days

be only too aware of the heat that can build up 

summer days.  

The fans, branded as "Big Ass Fans," are extremely 

creating a quiet and gentle cooling breeze to 

both our volunteers and visitors in the summer month

On September 10 the Minister for Transport and Planning, the Hon

Rita Saffioti MLA, visited the Museum to present the Lotterywest 

grant. The Minister also took the opportunity to 

looking over what we have to offer our visitors and expressed her 

admiration for the valuable work undertaken by our volunteers. 

LtoR: volunteers 

Neil Lanternier, 

Larry Cobb,  The 

Hon Rita  Saffioi 

MLA,  Manager 

Patric O'Callaghan, 

Director  Geoff 

Moore and 

volunteers Anil 

Weeratunge and 

Ross O'Neil. 

Photo by Ken 

Devine 

  

October  2022 

to deal with those hot 

summer days 

The Motor 

Museum has been 

fortunate to 

receive a 

Lotterywest grant 

of $54,545 to 

partly fund the 

installation of 

eight commercial 

grade ceiling fans, 

each with a blade 

span of four 

metres. 

 Volunteers and 

visitors alike will 

aware of the heat that can build up in the halls on our hot 

are extremely proficient in 

 improve the comfort of 

volunteers and visitors in the summer months ahead. 

Minister for Transport and Planning, the Hon 

visited the Museum to present the Lotterywest 

The Minister also took the opportunity to spend some time 

looking over what we have to offer our visitors and expressed her 

the valuable work undertaken by our volunteers.  
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New Exhibits 

1954 FJ Holden 

Panel Van 

Built from 1953, the FJ was the 

second iteration of the first 

locally-built Holden (after the 

48-215), under the bonnet was 

a 149ci (2.2lt) straight six (grey 

motor) achieving 65hp. 

A three-speed manual was the 
only choice of transmission in 
either a sedan, utility or panel 
van.  

This was Holden's first export 
car, with units being shipped 
to New Zealand. The FJ was 
being phased out by 1956, in 
favour of the FE model. 

            
This FJ Holden is exhibited as a bakers van for which it was typically used. 

  ______________________________________________ 

 

This display salutes 
the MGB British 
sports car as it marks 
its 60th anniversary.  

More than half a million MGBs 

were sold during its 18-year 

life, making it one of the most 

popular and accessible sports 

cars ever. 

It was launched in the heyday 

of British roadsters and 

contended with rapidly 

changing rules and social 

demands. MGBs are now 

considered one of the mainstays

               of the classic car world.         

  ________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        More new exhibits next page 
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100 Years of 

Jaguar.  

This Jaguar display 

acknowledges the 

milestone anniversary of 

100 years of Jaguar 

production. 
In 1922, William Lyons 
and Williams Walmsley 
founded the  Swallow 
Sidecar Company. In 
1934, Walmsley sold his 
share to Lyons, who then 
changed the company to 
S.S. Cars Limited. 
However the name was 
changed to Jaguar Cars 
Limited so that it could 

not be confused with any similar foreign name.  

In the 1950s, Jaguar had exploded and there was strong demand for the unique design and luxury 
features.  Jaguar stood out among other vehicles during the late 1940s. During this time, the 
company focused production on luxury sports cars, which was something no other vehicle 
manufacturer had tried before. These vehicles included the Jaguar XK120, Jaguar XK140, Jaguar 
XK150, and Jaguar E-Type. 

After World War 2 other vehicle manufacturers were making reliable cars, but were not creating 
vehicles that included premium materials and sports car-like presence on the roads. 

 In 1999, Jaguar became a part of Ford’s Premier Auto Group. In 2008 Ford sold off Jaguar and 
Land Rover to the Indian company Tata Motors. 

  ______________________________________ 

Scale Model's Update 

The first of the Blair Allsop collection of 14,000 scale models is now 

displayed in newly acquired acrylic cabinets 

Providing cabinets for all 14,000 models is an ongoing and expensive exercise and the 

Museum is seeking to acquire more cabinets under a sponsorship arrangement.  
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 McLaren 

720S 

The Motor 

Museum is 

privileged to be 

able to display this 

beautiful and very 

rare vehicle. It is 

one of only three 

produced. 

Following 

McLaren's land-  

mark 1-2 finish 

(which Daniel 

Ricciardo won) at 

the 2021 Italian 

Grand Prix, 

McLaren released  

the 720S Daniel 

Ricciardo Edition 

supporting the brand's iconic blue and orange papaya livery.  

Under the bonnet is a 4.0 litre V8 Turbo rear wheel drive via a 7 speed Sports Automatic with duel 

clutch developing 530 kw/770Nm of power. A truly magnificent and eye catching vehicle! 

   ___________________________________ 

1957 Norton Model 50 
The Norton 350cc 

Model 50 was 

introduced in 1955 

using the ES2/19S 

cycle parts but with 

engine dimensions of 

71 x 88mm and a 

slightly higher 

compression ratio of 

7.3 to 1. 

 

However, many 

changes took place in 

1957, most notably a 

new cylinder head 

with integral push rod 

tubes, new cams, an 

improved frame and a 

new rear hub and 

brake backplate. 

 

In 1960 the gearbox internal ratios were changed and 1961 saw the introduction of the Slimline 

Featherbed frame, and a revised shape petrol tank with new tank badges which allowed the use of 

two-tone paintwork.  Production ceased at the end of 1963. 
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The RAC Intellibus 

An  Automated Vehicle Program was 
trialled by the RAC as exciting new 
technology in real-life traffic 
conditions, to gain a better understand 
and prepare for the changes it will 
bring to mobility. Automated vehicles 
are transforming transport and 
mobility as we know it — driving a 
safer, more sustainable and better-
connected future. 
Driverless cars have the potential to: 

• Save lives and prevent serious 
injuries on our roads 

• Reduce congestion 
• Improve efficiency and 

convenience  
• Reduce vehicle emissions 
• Improve mobility options for the elderly, disabled and regional residents. 

Working with partners, the RAC made this technology available for the community, industry 
leaders and government representatives to help prepare Australia for the safe transition to 
automated vehicles and a future aligned to safe, sustainable and connected communities.  
 
The RAC Intellibus used a number of different sensors and telecommunications systems 
 to know where it is, and to detect obstacles so that it can react and interact within a dynamic road 
environment. The Intellibus is a Level 4 (High Automation) vehicle which means that all aspects of 
the driving task are automated in certain environments. 
In the first stage of the trial, vehicle commissioning and testing were undertaken in April 2016 
on a private track.  With no pre-existing guidelines in place, RAC worked hands-on with local 
specialist technicians to develop an extensive test plan.  They were able to use this stage to observe 
and record the shuttle's behaviour in autonomous mode.  A comprehensive course was established 
with merge lanes, a roundabout, a number of obstacles, a give way and controlled stops.  The tests 
were conducted in different conditions, situations and scenarios - either naturally occurring or 
simulated.  

Stage 2: Closed stage on public roads 

 
 During this stage, the shuttle was taken on public roads to commission and verify the selected 

route.  

Operating on public roads was a complicated process, involving a number of critical steps such as 
selecting a route, gaining Special Permit approvals, risk assessments, road safety audits and in-
operation reviews, identifying traffic management arrangements and delivery of a community 
communications campaign. 

Stage 3: On public roads 

The third and public stage in South Perth officially began 
on 1st September 2016. The route comprised three phases 
of where each phase included increasingly complex traffic 
conditions. This included increasing levels of interaction 
with different types of road users, traffic signs, traffic 
lights, right turn manoeuvres and traffic flows. Stage three 
enabled members of the public to visit the Intellibus and 
experience a 30 minute ride on the shuttle along the South 
Perth foreshore. 
With acknowledgment to the RAC.  

 
We are fortunate that at the completion of the trial the Intellibus was handed over on loan to the 
Motor Museum where it is displayed in a prominent position in the Brockwell Hall as a prime 
exhibit for our visitors.           Continued next page 
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Left:              

Pictured handing 

over the Intellibus 

to the Motor 

Museum are RAC 

Manager of 

Demonstration 

Projects Julian 

Gomez, RAC  

President 

Jacqueline Ronchi 

and Motor Museum 

Director Geoff 

Moore.  

Below:                   

The whole crew 

gathered for the 

handover. 
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Celebrating 60 years of MGBs                      

The anniversary was celebrated by 

combined MG car clubs on Sunday 

25 September with an excellent 

display of 6o MGBs and 4 RV8s on 

and around the Museum 

forecourt.  
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Rotary Club of Como Classic Car Show at Wesley College, Sunday 2 
October  

The Motor Museum was represented at the Show with seven vehicles on display          

Pictured above is the Motor Museum crew that attended the event on the day. 

  __________________________________________ 

If Only!!!! 
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2022 Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival  

It's the oldest racecourse in Australia, exactly the same as it was in 1914. 

After a challenging project 

restoring their 1936 DeSoto, 

volunteer Harold Hitchcock 

and his two mates Neil and Ian 

met the deadline just in time 

to enter it in this year's Lake 

Perkolilli Red Dust Revival. 

 In Harold's own words: "The 

idea sprang from Neil Pitman 

who had been an official at the 

2019 event and he came back 

enthused with encouragement 

to get involved in 2022. 

The restoration: We bought 

a 1929 Morris Cowley back in October 2020 and had nowhere to store it, so we left it at the VCCC 

for a while and then later displayed it at the Motor Museum.  It was a beautifully restored vehicle 

and we received a lot of criticism for the idea of possibly wrecking it in such a gruelling event. So we 

caved in and sold it.  Ian was now on the prowl for a more suitable car and found the 1936 DeSoto 

in August 2021. It was pretty rough but it had potential and we spent 12 months getting her ready 

for the big event. 

Mechanically she’s beaut and we had intended to enter it as she was with all her patina. However a 

big problem loomed.  The organisers insisted that cars entered in the event have to be pre 1939 and 

in original condition.  Our DeSoto had a nearly 90 year old paint job and we were told that a 36 

DeSoto in 39 would have looked nearly brand new, and so we then had to paint it.  

The car was finished with just a few weeks grace before the big event kicked off and with just 

enough time to organising swags and camping gear as we would be camping out at the track for the 

whole week. 

The Race: We arrived in Kalgoorlie on Friday September 16 to enjoy our last night of comfort 

before heading out to the clay pan that is Lake Perkolilli. On Saturday and Sunday we were pretty 

much left to our own devices (no showers or dunnies but plenty of Red Dust). From Saturday to 

Tuesday were really practice days to get used to driving on a dirt (dust) track at speed. 

The circular track is about 4km long (3.2km inside lane and 4.1km outside lane) All races were  

supervised by AASA (Aust Auto Sport Alliance ) people. We had unlimited track time but were 

limited to 6 to 8 cars on the track at any one time. We could also have passengers in the cars during 

those practice runs. 

On Monday civilisation started to arrive in the form of dunnies and hot showers. The Variety Club 

of Kalgoorlie installed a travelling kitchen and a huge Out Back Bar. The joy of standing under a 

steamy hot shower and watching that Red Perkolilli dust disappearing down the drain was 

something to behold, along with the hot breakfast, lunch and the evening meals that were available 

from the Variety Club kitchen or one of several food vans.   We alternated between those and a 

rather 'red dust gritty' BBQ at our camp with a few cold beers.  

On Wednesday strictly supervised time trials were held to determine the handicaps for the 

following days racing-no passengers from this time on. Thursday through to Sunday was race time, 

cheered on by an enthusiastic crowd seated in the purpose built (temporary) grandstand. Many of 

the finishes looked spectacular and a great opportunity for the army of cameras that were there. 

               Continued next page 
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We had several problems with the car but we can boast that we were never towed off the track.  We 

did lose a wheel though, we also lost the wheel studs and bearing grease cap. To avoid the 

embarrassment of being towed off the track, we took a stud from each of the other wheels and 

drove off. We made a make shift grease cap from a beer can. The car was still a goer on Sunday 

afternoon. Sadly for many, that wasn’t the case. 

As neither Neil, Ian or myself have room to store the car until the next Perkollili, it was always our 

intention to sell the beast when we got back to Perth. As luck would have it, when Ian was on the 

grid ready to head out to the start line for our second race on Sunday, a chap came up to Ian and 

asked if we had sold the car yet? The deal was struck, deposit paid and with some regret we 

delivered the car to its new owner.  

What an exciting 10 days we had; words can’t explain the atmosphere around being with a group of 

likeminded people. The camaraderie, humour, togetherness over a beer and willingness to help a 

fellow competitor in need was great. The whole week was supervised strictly in line with AASA 

regulations with our safety as the main priority. Our track master Lyn, ruled with an iron fist, but 

with plenty of humour". 

Before and after the restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Continued next page 
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At Lake Perkolilli:  The red dust 

 Picture credit Kalgoorlie Miner

            

 _____________________________________

 

The Chrome Bumper 

Coffee Group enjoyed 

lunch at Beverley on August 

25. 

The run each Thursday is a 

Motor Museum listed event.  

 

 

 

 

 

   He who laughs last, thinks slowest
 

 

The red dust tells the story 

Above: The errant

Picture credit Kalgoorlie Miner                       with beer can bearing

    

_____________________________________  

who laughs last, thinks slowest 

errant wheel complete 

bearing grease cap. 
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In case you missed it!  

Volunteer Ken Devine featured with his very nice 1950 Austin A40 in the west wheels section of the 

West Australian on September 10. 

   ______________________________________ 

 

Volunteers Nick Rykers and 
David Johnson were 
pictured on the front page 
of the Echo News 
promoting the Motor 
Museum. 
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Cheela Plains Station 

Situated between Tom Price and Nanutarra, Cheela Plains is a cattle station open to guests. Joy and 

I were fortunate to stumble on this gem in the Pilbara outback on our recent caravanning trip in 

the north of our state while we were escaping the wintery weather in Perth. The station is a family 

owned half million acre working cattle station.  

The campground has a large grassed oval and shady 

snakewood & eucalyptus trees, great to relax and soak up 

the epic Pilbara landscape.  A large fire pit is lit each 

evening and guests can cook dinner or breakfast over the 

smouldering coals. There is also a great restaurant on site. 

 A highlight of our stay at the station was the opportunity 

to take a four wheel drive excursion to Mussel Pool located 

on the station property (yes there is more than one Mussel 

Pool, with no disrespect to Whiteman Park). Other 

attractions include a four wheel drive to Beasley River 

Gorge and walk trails close to the camping grounds.  

If you are in the region I thoroughly recommend a stay at the station. Ed. 

Left: Joy and I at Cheela Station's 

Mussel Pool 

Below: checking in at the station 

   

Another gem we found was Eighty Mile Beach in the Kimberly, which is actually 137 miles long 

(220Km) and the longest uninterrupted beach in Western Australia. A fantastic caravan park with 

amazing sunsets each evening like the one we snapped below.  
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A brave 

undertaking! 
Spotted in July at a caravan 
park in Broome was this 1912 
Overland which, with twenty 
other veteran Overlands, was 
on a club run around 
Australia.   
The Overland was an 
advanced vehicle for its time. 
The early models had a 
removable ignition plug that 
prevented theft when left 
unattended. 
 The firm was in danger of 
demise by 1907. John North 
Willys, a dealer from Elmira, 
New York, changed the 

company's fortunes, when he placed a $10,000 deposit on an order of 500 cars. With his 
investment in jeopardy, he stepped in and assumed management of the struggling company. Part 
of the reorganizing included a name change, to the Willys-Overland Company. The company would 
continue its roller-coaster ride from being on the verge of bankruptcy to years of multi-million-
dollar profits, until production ceased in the 1930s.    
  ___________________________ 

 

Is this the ugliest car 
ever? 
What were they thinking! 
Designed and built by the US 
engineering firm of William B. 
Stout, the 1932 Scarab’s shape 
resembled the beetle for which it 
was named. The Stout Scarab was  
unofficial minivan. The oddball 
shape was created using a rear-
mounted Ford V8 engine. The 
Scarab was made of aluminium 
before it was generally recognised 
by other companies as an 
alternative material for car bodies. 
The interior was spacious, but the 
flat-fronted design gave the car the look of a bus. Aesthetically challenged at best!  

 
The Motor Museum has been fortunate to reach a sponsorship 
agreement with Mothers Car Cleaning Products who will supply 
detailing spray, glass cleaner and microfibre cloths for our use. 
Mothers media advertising will endorse the Motor Museum as using 
their products on our vehicles 

 
You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute 

to skydive twice 
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For Sale 
A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia. 

Code 404  and C4C number plate identification for concessional license 
Stickers $7.50 each. 

Wanted 
Volunteers’ stories and recollections

Coming Events 

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run

16 October - VCCC Auto Jumble, Southern River

16 October - Austin/Morris Day, Stirling Square, Guildford 

29-30 October - Joondalup Festival of 

13 November - All GM Day, Medina Oval

13 November - Chittering Car Day

 

 

 

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. In 

excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purpos

available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 

3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

 

Practice social distancing 
stay safe

Support our 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing

    the editor Len Douglas at 

    Website: www.motormuseumwa.

A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.  

number plate identification for concessional license – Plates $

recollections to share in Museum Musings.  

Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run 

VCCC Auto Jumble, Southern River 

Austin/Morris Day, Stirling Square, Guildford  

Joondalup Festival of Motoring 

All GM Day, Medina Oval  

Chittering Car Day 

reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. In 

,000 motoring publications are available for research purpos

available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 

3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

 

ractice social distancing where possible 
tay safe 

 

Support our Sponsors 

ou can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing

the editor Len Douglas at lenjoy@westnet.com.au                                                                   

Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au 

 

lates $11.00 each, 

reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. In 

,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is 

available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 

3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457. 

where possible and 

 

 

ou can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing    

                                                                


