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Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society
Events Calendar
DATE

CLUB EVENT

TIME

CONTACT

Thursday 13th

May General Meeting
Dooen Hall

8pm

Just turn up

Sunday 16th

National Motoring Heritage
Day

Meet at 9.15am to
leave at 9.30am
Sawyer Park carpark,
river end of Firebrace
Street Horsham

Names taken at May
General Meeting.

MAY

Meet at Sawyer Park Carpark
for a short drive around
Horsham, then out to Peter
Ryan’s place for morning tea
and to look at his collection.
$5.00 per person

Text or ring Bruce Brody to
RSVP 0428 825 353

2 course Lunch at Horsham
Sports & Community Club is
optional and at your cost.
$18 non HS&CC members
$16 HS&CC members.
After lunch everyone is invited
to walk through Kerrie’s
Garden at 23 Florence Street
Horsham
Afternoon tea supplied
Wednesday 19th to
Tuesday 25th

Vintage and Classic Car Club
Camp Out
Lake Bolac

Contact Bruce Brody for
more information
0428 825 353

Sunday 23rd

The Distinguished Gentleman’s
Ride

Contact Mick Payne for
details
0418 342 753

Wednesday 26th

Coffee, Cars and Motorbikes
Red Cherry, Firebrace Street
Horsham

10am

Just turn up

Thursday 10th

June General Meeting
Dooen Hall

8pm

Just turn up

Wednesday 16th

Coffee, Cars & Motorbikes
Dimboola Bakery

10am

Just turn up

JUNE
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Presidents Prattle
Welcome all to the May 2021 newsletter.
Another month gone and the newsletter editor is again on my case.
Activities are ramping up again and April saw a number of good outings.
The general meeting was well attended - people are ready for a return to usual stuff complete with a
cuppa and a chance to talk nonsense for a while.
Numbers were down a little at the movie night, but a great evening had by all those who attended.
Reports from the Minyip Show n Shine were good and we had a really good turnout at the hall breakfast
and cruise to Inglewood. About 45 people had breakfast with 25 or so of those going on to Inglewood for
lunch. Thanks to Bruce and Kerrie and all the helpers for their efforts.
Autumn is a fantastic time to get vehicles out and mine have all seen some use, hoping everyone has been
as lucky.
The shed has been very quiet this month, with fettling of the Mk7 being the main project. The welch
plugs are now all replaced (including the one at the back of the block) with my home grown bolt in
version. Time will tell how the things work. They say "Hope springs eternal to the human breast" and that
has to describe the Jaguar owner who puts any effort into chasing oil leaks. I am still guilty of looking for
oil leaks and then trying to devise ways of at least slowing them down. sometimes I achieve some level of
success and feel very pleased with myself until the next leak surfaces. Sad, isn't it?
DELWP have been talking for over 12 months about putting solar panels on lots of it's public buildings.
The Dooen hall was/is in the mix. We are still waiting to see whether anything ever happens. A system of
any size could nearly eliminate our power bills.
The hall committee was successful in obtaining a grant to replace the 4 remaining old external doors with
glass and aluminium numbers. This will see new doors at the rear of the kitchen, a new door in the front
wall to the left of the foyer and two new doors in the North wall of the hall. I’m hoping that new doors
will slow the mice down. We have mice in the building this year but they are not really bad yet. Fingers
are crossed that they don't get any worse.
The saga of the proposed sign at the hall continues. Into the 5th month of wading through the morass of
red tape one needs to comply with to put up a sign!!!
I regularly have the thought that if all of these rules and official enforcers had existed in 1848 when the
first post office was being built in Horsham, then the whole village idea may well have been cancelled
due to lack of interest.
"Excuse me Mr Langlands, do you have a building permit for that store?"
"Excuse me Mr Langlands, do you have a licenced plumber on site or a ladder licence for working on that
roof?"
Rant over.
If you are fit and well may you continue to be so and if your health is not great, may it improve.
Thought for the month.
"Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut,
and still think they look sexy."
Cheers, Neil Smith
4

Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society – General Meeting No. 506 – MINUTES
Held at WMHVS Clubrooms – Dooen - 8th April 2021
Meeting Opened : 8.02pm
In Attendance : N. Smith, N. Thomas, M. Griffin, B. Brody, F. Miller, S. Garwood, J. Garwood, C. Smith,
N. Eltze, A. Jolley, V. Jolley, K. Tough, K. Johnson, I. McNee, P. Sudholz, R. Schneider,
L. Hogan, A. Cannane, A. Gamble, P. Curkpatrick, R. Pilgrim, J. Taylor, D. Hovey,
K. McMartin, E. Milbourne, M. Atwell, J. Goodwin, J. Thierry, C. Ladlow, A. Fidge, R. Fidge,
G. Exell, J. Gaspirini R. Atwood, A. Atwood, M. Schilling, K. Jakobi, R. Davies, A. Macchia,
M. Boddi, D. Mitchell, J. Besselaar, D. Jeffries
(43 Members)
Apologies : K. Polack, R. & M. Warrick, P. & D. Wood, T. Berry, M. Gunn, W. Gunn-Duff, D. Robertson,
G. Smith, M. & S. Zbierski, V. Ellis, H. Curkpatrick, W. Donald, S. Boddi, L. Preusker,
G. Schultz, C. Thomas
Minutes : Moved by Frank Miller that the minutes of the previous General Meeting (No. 505) be accepted
as correct. Seconded by Alan Cannane
carried
Secretaries Report : Inwards Correspondence : Exchange Club Newsletters
Bank Statements
Invoices – Australia Post
Letter of appreciation - Wimmera Hospice Care
Outwards Correspondence : Sympathy Card to Nev and Lyn Eltze on loss of Neville’s
Mum.
Moved Alan Jolley that Secretaries report be received. Seconded Mark Griffin
- carried
Treasurers Report : In the absence of Dean Robertson, Neil Smith presented Dean’s Report.
It was moved by Steve Garwood, seconded Elaine Milbourne that the report be received as
presented
- carried
Membership : Darrell Jeffries moved that Adrian Gamble be accepted as a member of WMHVS.
Seconded by Alan Cannane.
- carried
An application to join the WMHVS has been received from Peter Anthony. Tabled
New Member packs presented to Mick Schilling and Chris Ladlow
Members were reminded that the Club attendance requirements that were put on hold due
to COVID are now active and members have a responsibility to ensure their name is
recorded when attending Club Meetings/events.
Reports : Clubrooms - Neil Smith reported that a grant has been approved by HRCC to replace the doors at
the side and rear of the Hall which will be a great improvement.
Dooen Hall Committee of Management has expressed interest and are investigating
Solar Panels for the Hall.
Carpet Tiles for the main hall have been donated by Bill Williams but yet to be laid,
Events - Bruce Brody Saturday 10th April - Nhill Aviation - Start Up Day
Saturday 10th April - Film Night “Carry on Cleo”
Sunday 11th April - Minyip Show’n’Shine
Wednesday 21st April - Coffee’n’cars - Warracknabeal
Saturday 24th April – BBQ Breakfast Clubrooms - Inglewood
Thursday 13th May - General Meeting - Dooen Clubrooms
Sunday 16th May – Motoring Heritage Day
BBQ Breakfast and tour of Peter Ryans collection – Horsham North
Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd May - Historic Winton
19th – 25th May Campout Lake Bolac
Continued…………………………….
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Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society – General Meeting No. 506 – MINUTES
Held at WMHVS Clubrooms – Dooen - 8th April 2021
Events Cont : -

Alan Cannane reported that approx. 20 cars and 15 bikes attended
the Natimuk Show.

Nev Thomas reported on the open day held at Lincoln Land on April 1st.
$20/head entry = all proceeds to Royal Children’s Hospital. An absolutely magnificent
collection and worth the outing just to sample the atmosphere and infrastructure.
A few of our Club Members will be involved with the Blue Ribbon
Foundation Ball which was postponed but back on on17th April.
General Business :

Alan Cannane made a suggestion that we should try a General Meeting in daylight
hours, maybe a Meeting followed by BBQ Lunch. Some discussion followed with
the consensus that Alan’s suggestion was worth following up.
Neil Smith spoke about Sustainability grants which may be available from the Murra
Wurra Wind Farm.

Meeting Closed : 8.35pm
The Meeting was followed by a short (20 Min) film of 1937 Chev Stunt Driving
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Blue Ribbon Foundation Fundraiser
On the 17th of April we provided 14 cars to transport participants to the Blue Ribbon Foundation
Fundraiser at the Horsham Golf Club.
Participants made a donation to Blue Ribbon in return for a ride in an old car. Our efforts contributed four
or five hundred dollars to the evening's fundraising.
Special mention must be made of two of the drivers. Ken McMartin arrived to collect his guests in the
Vauxhall, dressed in black tie and waistcoat and Elaine Milbourne dressed to the nines piloted the
Humber. Their guests felt very special.
The Blue Ribbon committee were very pleased with this part of their event.
Thanks to all the drivers for cleaning and supplying their cars. Excellent PR for our club and a great cause
to support.
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WMHVS 2021 Annual Rally
WMHVS 2021 Annual Rally
By Dean Robertson, Rally Director
The 2021 Annual Rally will be held on the first weekend in October, Friday 1 to Sunday 3 October,
2021. The general approach to the weekend is to maximise the social activities while still having fun
with our vehicles. The rally will be run from the WMHVS Clubrooms at Dooen Hall.
The Friday evening will include a catered dinner at the hall and an opportunity to socialise and catch
up with attendees in a relaxed setting. There will also be a safety briefing for the weekend, detailing
arrangements for activities on Saturday and Sunday.
Saturday will include a continental breakfast at the hall followed by a trip to Halls Gap. The morning
trip will include an “Amazing Race” where attendees will visit a number of stops along a scenic route
to collect clues. The clues, when combined, will describe a very specific vehicle. The first correct
entry drawn will win a prize. We will be also take the opportunity for a group photo.
Saturday afternoon will be spent at the Bellfield Reservoir Wall. Lunch will be provided and rally
attendees will be able to tour the outlet tunnel beneath the wall. This is an opportunity not to be missed
as it is a facility not open to the public. There will be some free time in the afternoon to tour Halls Gap
or take another scenic route back to Horsham.
Saturday evening will include a self-catered dinner (bring your own take away) and a movie on the big
screen at the Hall. There will be lots of opportunity to socialise and partake in a drink or two.
Sunday will also start with a continental breakfast followed by a short trip (some gravel roads) to the
Murra Wurra Windfarm for a tour of this renewable energy facility. Attendees will then return to the
hall for presentation of prizes. Sunday lunch will be catered BBQ open to all WMHVS members at a
nominal cost. We will also have some raffle prizes to draw immediately after lunch and we will say
our farewells.
Activities for the weekend are still somewhat tentative and updates will be provided at the general
meetings and via the newsletters. Hopefully we can hold the rally without worrying about COVID-19
drama. If anyone would like to be included in direct information about the rally, please email
rally@wmhvs.org.au.
I hope to see you at the Rally.

Photo: Bellfield Tunnel
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RACV 1 & 2 CYLINDER VETERAN CAR CLUB RALLY
25th – 28th MARCH COBRAM
A report by Del & Vic Ellis

In February this year we decided that we would attend this Veteran Rally with our 1908 single cylinder
Swift Deluxe Roadster. As we have not been able to rally any of our vehicles for some time due to the
Corona virus, we were looking forward to enjoying being back on the road again.
The week prior to the Rally I started to prepare the car mechanically & polish all the brass. Keeping in the
mind that the car had not been out of the shed for approximately 2 years, this was a major task. Finally on
Thursday morning the car was all loaded up on the trailer, ready for our trip to Cobram. We arrived at the
RACV Resort, rally headquarters about 2.00pm. Unloaded the vehicle, registered & prepared for our first
run for the weekend. The array of 1 & 2 cylinder cars & motor bikes were all in readiness for the short
run of about 25kms around Cobram.
On Friday the run was to Berrigan in NSW. There were 49 entries. The oldest vehicle was an 1898 Louis
Renault Voiture Essai & the newest vehicle was a 1914 Perry Roadster. The oldest motorcycle was a
1904 Clement & newest motorcycle was a 1916 Indian Power Plus & sidecar.
A long trip of 125kms. & a short option of 72kms. was given for the days run. We decided on the longer
option as did most of the other car entrants. We set off at the steady pace of 25 - 30 km per hour in
magnificent sunshine. It was not long before we were being passed by the faster 2 cylinder cars, which
usually cruise at 35 – 45km. Most cars had their hoods down to gain that little extra pace & to enjoy the
beautiful weather.
After 2 hours of driving on a 7km long, gentle climb our car gave a few coughs & eventually stopped.
This was very unusual for the little Swift as it is generally so very reliable. An inspection of the one &
only spark plug, found it to be fouled up. Having only 1 plug, when that fails there is only one outcome &
that is for the motor to stop. With a new plug fitted we drove on into Berrigan, where we enjoyed a picnic
lunch, supplied by the RACV Resort. After some socialising & catching up with old acquaintances we
headed off for the drive back to Cobram via a different route. On the way we visited a natural
phenomenon. A small blowhole in a large rock, normally seen along the coastline. The diameter was
about 2 meters & with a depth of about 25 meters, full of water. All the vehicles arrived back without
incident. Wayward hats were the only casualty with several people seen scanning the roadsides at various
places in search of their elusive hat. In the evening we all gathered for a BBQ dinner at the Resort. Here
there was a lot more time to catch up with old friends & make new ones.
Saturday began with a static display at the local Cobram market. Then it was time to travel the 95kms to
Numurkah along quiet, scenic back roads. The Veteran cars looked quite at home putting along these
roads. Lunch was enjoyed at the Numurkah Golf Club before a short drive to visit a private collection of
motor cycles & cars owned by Peter Hill. Taking pride of place among the very well displayed vehicles
were 3, very rare 1915 Thor motorcycles. All beautifully restored. Peter races classis cars and currently
drives a very fast 1965 Ford Mustang. He also has a very large collection of racing memorabilia etc.
Amongst his collection is an old Army tank with a 7cylinder
radial engine. It was proudly started belching a cloud of thick
black smoke & a lot of noise.
1898 Lewis Renault Voiture Essi

Continued over…………………………………….
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RACV 1 & 2 CYLINDER VETERAN CAR CLUB RALLY
25th – 28th MARCH COBRAM
A report by Del & Vic Ellis

Continued…………………………………….
On the return trip to Cobram some of the vehicles drove into a very short heavy shower of rain, leaving their
passengers very wet. Luckily for us we watched as the clouds seem to pass around us. The beautiful evening
dinner was served at the Barooga Sports Club, with a curtesy bus providing the transportation.
Sunday, the final day of the weekend Rally, was another magnificent day to enjoy driving our vehicles with
the hoods down. A 55km. drive to Strathmerton to visit Cactus Country. We enjoyed morning tea & then, with
limited enthusiasm for the cactus plant we were introduced to the 12 acre project by a very enthusiast owner/
manager. He told us of the “garden’s” history & how they are planning on extending it by another 8 acres.
Well, you should never pre-empt anything. It was a truly amazing place to visit. We stood in awe of the
magnificent flowers attached to the prickly stems. The form & shape of these plants was unbelievable. Well
worth a visit. We were told of companies who have used the gardens as backgrounds for photo shoots etc.
It was time to say goodbye to some of the entrants before we travelled back to Cobram to load up the Swift &
bid our final farewells. During the weekend we travelled a total of 300km in our single cylinder 7hp veteran
while enjoying a magnificent rally.
Next year the 1 & 2 cylinder Veteran Car Rally is to be held in the Horsham district on the 17th, 18th, 19th &
20th March. Something for our local Veteran owners to look forward to.

1904 Clement Motor Cycle

1909 DeDion

Swift

1911 Renault
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Bacon & Egg Breakfast
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Inglewood
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WMHVS Classifieds
Wanted
Front doors for 1939 Ford
Running boards for 1939 Ford

Wanted
6 cylinder vanguard car or ute
Must be complete and going

Contact Rod Warrick 0428 861 695

Contact Rod Warrick 0428 861 695

Wanted
Ford falcon XD or XE, factory V8 any condition or body style (Viz: Fairmont, Ghia, ESP, S-Pac, sedan,
ute, wagon or panel van) considered. Prefer matching numbers even if in poor condition.
Factory 6 cylinder in any body style considered, but must be relatively rust free and generally straight.
Rob Binns 0402 459 303

For Sale
1989 Black on black GTA Pontiac Trans Am 2
door
5.7 Lt V8 auto with o/drive, Targa top, Fisher
body,
42,892 genuine miles, high performing suspension,
sports catalytic mufflers, all original.
Genuine gold honeycomb mags
VIN# 1G2FW2181KL251513
$23,000 ONO Contact Les on 5384 6313 or 0429 346 313
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Proposed Alterations of Wimmera Mallee Historic Vehicle Society Rules and Statement
of Purposes
I submit the following proposed alteration to the Rules of the Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society
at the Annual General Meeting held at Dooen Hall on 9th July 2020.
(Or the next available AGM if COVID-19 restrictions results in the cancellation of the 2020 AGM)
This proposal is to allow the Executive Committee to co-opt additional members as it deems necessary.
Alteration:
It is proposed to alter Section 8, Government of Society, Clause J to allow the Executive Committee to coopt additional members as it deems necessary.
"SECTION 8
GOVERNMENT OF SOCIETY :
J - The Committee
1. The Committee shall consist of the:
President
Senior Vice President
Junior Vice President
Immediate Past President
Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer
Public Relations Officer
Newsletter Editor/s
Swap Meet Director
Annual Tour Director
Club Permit Scheme Registrar
Membership Registrar/Secretary
Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Car Clubs Representative
Association of Motoring Clubs Representative.
2. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt any member as they deem necessary to serve in
any club year. Co-opted members shall have full Executive member powers.
Proposer: Neil Smith
Signed: ....................................................................................
Seconder: Mauro Boddi
Signed: ....................................................................................
Date: 28th February 2020
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Saturday April 10th 2021

HORSHAM SHOWGROUNDS
“Wimmera’s Largest Market”
Featuring Vehicle and Motorbike display
Swap Director 2021
Rob Binns
Phone 0402 459 303
swap@wmhvs.org.au

Catering for all motoring enthusiasts
& collectors of antique items and crafts

Gates open 6am
Trading 7am – 1pm
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