EARLY AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Issue 203

Views of correspondents may not necessarily be those of the club

May 2018

Arthur Grady Event at the Fremantle Maritime Museum
Included in this issue:

1

•

Saddle Up – page 3

•

Club Calendar – page 4

•

Q and A – page 6

•

Yearly Calendar of Event – Page 8

•

Feature Article – page 9

Early American Motorcycle Club

President’s
Report
Hi everyone

Dedicated to the restoration and use of
American made motorcycles manufactured
before 1967.

Committee
Patron:
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Editor:
Events/ride
Coordinator:
Safety
Coordinator:
Property Officer:
Social Media:

Wayne Elezovich
Greg Hamilton
Barry Pollard
Glen McAdam
Jeremy Bromley
Glen McAdam
Rob Veitch
Wayne Elezovich
Wayne Elezovich
Michael Tolj

Foundation Members
Alan Anderson, Allan Eaton, Audrey Wood, BillWalton, Bill
White, Bob Green, Dave Bunning, Dave Pearcey, Ed
Buegge*, George Wood, Graeme Davis,Graham Datson, Ian
Fitzgerald, Ivor Wigley, JeremyBromley, John Griffin, Joseph
Brajkovich, Ken Dickman, Linda Forsyth, Matthew Powell,
Murray Morell, Norman Lewis*, Rod Lewis, Rex McRae,
Rod Payze*, Rolf Jorgensen, Stan Butler*, Stuart Fyfe, Sue
Leitch, Ward Adamson, Wayne Elezovich.
* Deceased

Things have been pretty busy here while working on a
shut-down and it doesn’t let me get home or ride the bike
too often, but at least it pays the bills which keeps the
cook happy. With things getting damned cold and wet
we should be all putting some time into finish our bikes
and getting them ready for when the weather gets warm
again. Don’t expect everyone else to be there when you
break down (good if they are), but getting your bike
sorted now will mean you can ride the bike without a
worry, like I do (ha ha), when you’re on the next ride.
Things are a bit quiet on the events front so if you can
volunteer to put on a ride, please let us know so we can
chuck it onto the calendar. Speaking of that, last year a
few of us went to the AMCA Meet in Bulli, NSW and the
hospitality was great, and there were plenty of
interesting bikes to see as well. Even the swap meet on
the Sunday turned up some treasure for those with cash
on them. If you haven’t been, it’s sure worth a trip – you
won’t regret it.
Don’t forget to come to the committee meetings
whenever you like and join in the discussion of what we
do as a club and the events we’ll go to. It’s your club too
so be part of it. The location of the next one is a few
pages back from here in the mag. Hope to see you at the
meetings. Not much more to say, which is unusual for me
... see you on the road.
Greg

Life Members
Rod Lewis 2009, Jeremy Bromley 2010, Ivor Wigley, 2011,
Geo Wood 2011, Wayne Elezovich 2012, Glen McAdam
2014, Norm Lewis 2015.

Membership Fees
These are due by 31 December. $35.00 per annum.
Nomination Fee of $20.00. Cheques made payable to
Early American Motorcycle Club. Preferred method is
electronic direct deposit to:-

Commonwealth bank BSB: 066 100
Account: 1021 0659
Our postal address is.
PO Box 184, Tuart Hill, WA 6939

Membership fees. $35.
See above for detail
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Committee
Meeting
Minutes
Meeting cancelled.

Next Committee Meeting
12 June Tim’s place
9 Waterwheel Road North, Bedfordale.
0407959692
All club members are welcome to attend Committee
Meetings

We still have gaps in the club calendar so please help out
by volunteering to organise a ride. Give me a call if you
have an idea for a ride.
Rob
0456 219181

EAMC Meetings 2018
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

@ Jeremy’s
@ Mike’s
@ Glen’s
@ Lyndon’s
@ Tim’s
@
@
@
AGM
@
@ Chris’s

Club
Calendar
The weather has been more conducive to riding than
hiding in the shed doing any resto, so I guess you have to
take what you get. If you’ve been out riding, or even just
catching up on some maintenance it’s all good. The
forecast for the coming week is more usual winter with
some rain forecast, so maybe now we will all get back in
there to do some work on the bike.

Date

Organiser

May
19/20

Combined Club Ride and Hamish IHC
overnighter to Augusta. Tim EAMC
For pre-1948 bikes.

May 27

Arthur Grady Display at
Fremantle Maritime
Museum. 10.00am Go
direct or ride to the
event – meet 8.30am at
Alfred’s Kitchen in
Guildford.

Glen

Aug
25/26

AMCA Australia Meet at
Bulli NSW

AMCA

It has been pretty quiet on the events front with the most
recent event being the overnighter to Augusta for pre1948 machines last weekend. I don’t have any reports on
that but hopefully Tim will fill us in with some details.
The next event is the Arthur Grady celebration on Sunday
27 May is to commemorate the great achievement of a
Fremantle bicycle maker who became the first person to
ride a motorcycle around Australia a Douglas. If you want
to ride to Fremantle, the plan is to meet at Alfred’s
Kitchen in Guildford at 8.30am and take off by 9.00am. If
you’d rather go direct, please head to the Maritime
Museum, Victoria Quay, Fremantle. The bikes will be on
display from 10:00 until 12:30. There will also be a display
of custom cars, other bike clubs and a sausage sizzle I
believe. What more could you want?

Event

= Non-EAMC Events - optional

Beyond that things are a bit sparse until August when the
AMCA Meet is on again in Bulli NSW. A great event filled
with bikes you won’t have seen before.
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Arthur Grady Event

Roger had bussed and trained it up to Guildford to see
some of the movies being screened at the Alex Marshall
Travel Film Festival including the screening of Odyssey of
the Half Safe, an extraordinary documentary about
former Guildford Grammar student Ben Carlin who
circumnavigated the globe in his amphibious jeep he
named Half Safe.
Ben’s epic journey in 1950 across four oceans and five
continents set a world record and to this day nobody has
matched this achievement,” he said. “It has been
described as possibly the most dangerous undertaking in
the history of adventure travel. “It’s a miracle the jeep
didn’t sink and that Ben lived to tell the tale.” “It’s
incredible he isn’t more famous, perhaps because his
story is so unbelievable people don’t believe it ever
happened.”
Roger stayed at the Stirling Arm Hotel so that is why he
was at Alfred’s Kitchen without a bike when Glen and
Mike arrived. Following a coffee and conversation,
Roger set off by train to Fremantle where he would
meet us, while Glen and Mike rode to the Maritime
Museum. The weather was fine all the way down
through Burswood, past the Raffles Hotel and along
Canning Highway. It was still fine and warm with no
wind when we arrived at the museum. To greet us were
Boom Boom and Phil Hopwood both on Indians. We
parked and mingled and talked things motorcycling.
However the weather forecast had scared off a number
of riders from various clubs as well as the custom car
club. However the historic bus people were there as
were some folk on modern bikes.
E Shed beckoned for a coffee and snack so we dawdled
across. Returning we mingled some more with
enthusiasts. The event was successful as the general
public did attend but not in large numbers due to the
weather probably. The event may return to King’s
Square next year.
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THE VINTAGENT
SLANT ARTISTS:
CALIFORNIA
HILLCLIMBING 1925-35'
Is there a crazier, more spectacular form of
motorcycle racing than Hill climbing? Not the
Euro-style road-racing thing, but the freakish
mashup of drag racing, motocross, and a nearvertical surface. It's elemental, it's scary to watch,
and it makes for spectacular photographs. This
photo series of California Hill climbers is gorgeous,
and

amazing!

See the photos here!

Sturgis Motorcycle
Museum
https://www.sturgismuseum.com/Motorcycles
In 2016 Rob and Glen travelled from British Columbia
through Montana (where we caught up with Neil Olson
and his eclectic collection of cars, motorcycles and other
machinery) on our way to the AMCA swap meet in
Wauseon near Toledo Ohio.
From Montana we
continued heading east towards Yellowstone National
Park where we would hire Harleys for a few days touring.
But first we dropped by Sturgis a week before the
extravaganza. The museum here is really impressive.
Scroll down to the last pages to see just a few of the
machines they have on display. Sturgis is synonymous
with motorcycles and the people who love them. Visitors
come all year long looking for motorcycle-related
businesses and attractions, and they leave with a piece of
motorcycling history after visiting the Sturgis Motorcycle
Museum & Hall of Fame.
In a joint effort, the Museum's Board of Directors, the
Jackpine Gypsies Motorcycle Club, local students, and
members of the Sturgis community gathered on 10
March 2001 to scrape, sand, and paint the old church
building next to the Pyramid Bar. Shortly afterwards, the
Museum was born. Gene and Nancy Flagler, owners of
the church, determined that the rent should be a
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whopping $1.00 a month, helping to make the Museum's
first and most critical year a little easier to manage
financially.
The Sturgis Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame opened
its doors to the public on 1 June, 2001. Local and national
collectors loaned the new museum a selection of vintage
and rare V-twin and metric motorcycles, offering visitors
a glimpse into the magnificent world of two wheels.
After only a year in business, the City of Sturgis was so
impressed with the Museum's progress that it offered the
old Post Office on the corner of legendary Main Street
and Junction Avenue as the Museum's new home. With
financial support from the State of South Dakota and
many other contributors, the Museum was able to open
the doors on its present location in 2002.
Through the years, the Museum has continued to grow,
opening its lower level in August, 2003. With several
exhibit rooms and an increasingly impressive selection of
unique motorcycles, the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum
offers a world-class experience for visitors and has been
listed as one of the '1,000 Places to See Before You Die'
by author Patricia Schultz.
Today, the Museum is open year round, seven days a
week. Summer months are the busiest as people flock to
this motorcycle mecca, culminating in August during the
famous Sturgis Motorcycle Rally. Motorcycles and
exhibits are changed on a regular basis to offer repeat
visitors something fresh each time they stop in.
https://www.sturgismuseum.com/Motorcycles

Q&A #12
Generator oil leak and
WLA handling
Hello folk
This is the Q&A section with ramblings from your resident
dumb arse mechanic. All answers given are just an
uneducated opinion by a semi-literate wog and should be
taken on board at your discretion.
Q: Boss, question for you. My 741 leaks a fair bit of oil out
of the genny drive (the tin cover out the front of the
primary). I’ve noticed that yours, Andrews and Tolji’s
don’t. What’s your secret?
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A: There are a couple of things it can be in an army Scout.
Oil can come from the engine and leak into the primary
or from the primary itself, so the first job is to determine
which it is before tackling this issue. Check the colour of
the oil. If it’s black then the leak is from the engine. If the
oil is clean it’s coming from the gearbox and primary. Also
your engine will leak oil if the engine is worn. This is
caused by excessive blow-by and the only cure is a
rebuild.
Even if the engine is OK, mechanically the fix for the
engine isn’t easy. It will mean pulling your primary off
(inner and outer). Once that is done you remove the
engine drive side bearing housing retainer nut (be careful
it’s a left hand thread). Once this is off go to your
favourite bearing shop (CBC, Transeals etc) and buy a
1inch I.D. (inside diameter) seal with the smallest O.D.
(outside diameter) available, then take it to your machine
shop of choice and machine the primary side (the side
facing the primary, not the engine bearings side) of the
nut to fit the seal. Be sure to leave 40 thou or more of unmachined nut on the bearing side as this is the thrust face
for your engine main bearings. The seal may stick out a
bit on the primary side but it won’t be a drama. This will
stop the oil transfer guaranteed. Of course if your engine
is a little tired and making a lot of blow-by (crankcase
pressure, worn valve guides, or worn cylinder bore and
rings will do this) the seal won’t last very long.
The transmission and primary fix is much easier (if the
leak is clean oil). 741’s don’t have a very good breather
for the gearbox/primary, and when the oil heats up it
expands (which makes pressure in the case). The path of
least resistance for the pressurised oil is to leak out of the
front genny drive cover. Even if this cover is sealed up
well the oil will be forced out through here under
pressure. What I’ve done as a fix is to drill the filler plug
on the primary (the one on top) and fit a breather pipe to
it (200 mm of quarter inch copper pipe is perfect) and
plumb it up under the seat. Then re-seal the front cover
with high temp silicone and you should have no more
dramas.
Q: Hey Wog, I rode one of the other guys WLA’s recently
and it is a lot better on the road than mine. My bike feels
very loose handling and not as stable compared with the
one I rode. Is it just the tyres making the difference or is
he running some super-secret, high speed WLA handling
package I don’t know about?
A: The tyres will definitely help a lot. Old tyres will not be
as soft and sticky and lack the side wall flex of a new tyre.
Also tyre pressures will make a huge difference,
especially the front. Don’t run too low a pressure (15 to
20 in the back is good and about 25 to 30 in the front
usually works well).
Another often overlooked part of the bike is the front
suspension. If the rocker bushings, wheel bearings (front
or rear) or head stem bearings are loose this will
definitely make it handle like a dog on wet lino, so
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investigate all of these things, rectify the culprit and she
will be a thing of joy and beauty again.
Keep the maintenance up, the rubber side down and ride
safely.
Regards
Wayne Elezovich D.A.M. (Dumb Arse Mechanic)
Patron.

New Cloth Club Badges $7.
Contact Jeremy
Contact Jeremy on 0438929341 and order yours now.

For Sale
Sena SMH10 Dual Bluetooth head set and intercom worth
approx. $500.00 looking for around $400.00 New, still in
box never been used. Contact Barry 0402969588
Great bike, rides very well and starts first time every time.
Asking 25k
Ring Wayne 0438977741

Get your Club Gear here.
If you’re after some new gear or just want to update your
worn out stuff, this is the place to look. We currently
have limited stock of all items so don’t delay. Grab it while
the stock lasts. Here’s what we have at present:

Vapour Blasting
Bring your engine and gear box parts back to life. Brings
Aluminium parts the look the way it came out of the
factory. Give me a call for a chat and quote.
Cheers Shaun 0417 837 759

Premier Truck Painters
PH: 08 9295 0155
M: 0433 026 035
20 MORILLA ROAD MUNDARING WA 6073
ABN: 90 662 595 565
Our main focus at work is trucks. That’s our everyday
bread and butter. But we love painting bikes. There is no
job too big or too small.
Below are some links to our web page and face book
page.
Regards
John Naismith

https://www.premiertruckpainters.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/premiertruckpain
ter/
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EAMC Events 2018
Date

Event

Organiser

Start Time

May 19/20

Combined Club Ride and overnighter to Augusta. Open to
members on pre-1948 bikes.

Hamish IHC
Tim EAMC

May 27

Arthur Grady Display at Fremantle Maritime Museum.
10.00am at the Museum. Pre-display ride or breakfast?

Glen

8.30 at Alfred’s
Kitchen

TBD

June
July
August 25/26

AMCA Australia Meet at Bulli NSW

September
October

Tim’s Dam Ride Date TBA

Tim

October

AGM event – To be organised

TBA

October 21

Waroona Vintage Machinery Rally

November

Tractor Museum @ Serpentine Details TBA

Rob

December

Christmas Ride – need an organiser

TBA

TBD

= Non-EAMC Events - optional
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