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President’s
Report
Hi folks
Yes another month has come and gone and I’m pretty
sure winter is here.
We’ve had a couple of good rallies over the last couple
of weeks with only a few hardy souls attending.
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The Arthur Grady run was good value. Glen, Tim, Kevin,
Phil, Dave, Rob and I were the only starters and to be
fair the weather looked pretty crap right up until 8 am
so I don’t blame you if you were tucked up in bed.
I took the new marquee for an airing and because I was
in the ute anyway I took my new 1923 scout out for a
field trip as well. Tim has volunteered to write the report
so I will leave the details up to him but I would like to
add that I had a good day. Also it was good to see Rob’s
very cool 1916 Harley J racer out for the day. It’s a very
impressive machine and certainly got some attention.
My Chittering ride was pretty good as well. We had half
late model Electra glides and half old girls, which worked
surprisingly well. Jim, Rex, Barry and Kevin led the way
on the old tarts so they could set the pace which was a
leisurely 80 to 90kmh. I took the commissioner out for
the day on our new (to us) Ultra. It was her first club ride
in about 14 years (yep that’s how old Abigail is) and she
loved it.
There you have it - a couple of good events to read
about for you couch riders and a bit more on the resto
of my 23 Scout. Enjoy.
Happy birthday Jimmy.
Keep the shiny side up.
Wayne
EAMC Patron, President
DAM and member #2

elezresources@bigpond.com

Membership Fees
These are due by 31 December. $35.00 per annum.
Nomination Fee of $20.00. Cheques made payable
to Early American Motorcycle Club. Preferred
method is electronic direct deposit to:Commonwealth bank BSB: 066 100
Account: 1021 0659
Postal address is above.
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Committee
Meeting
Minutes
Committee Meeting Minutes:
Meeting held on 14 June.

• General discussion about a November ride
incorporating the Albany Hill climb. See Saddle up.
Check the club’s Facebook page for videos and updates
of events club members have attended.
https://www.facebook.com/EarlyAmericanMotorcycleCl
ub and also The Bike Shed Times
www.bikeshedtimes.com
General Business
• Discussion
concerning
the
Dept.
Transport
concessional licensing of bikes considering the
imposition of the road trauma fee. Glen to contact
CMC to see if there has been an update.
• Glen to check on affiliation fees for CMC.

Venue: Tim’s place.
Meeting opened: 7.05
Attendees: Tim, Wayne, Jeremy, Glen.
Apologies:
Chris, Brian, Mike, Rob, Barry, Greg, Lyndon.

Please note: all club members are invited to attend
Committee meetings.

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of May meeting
read.
Moved Jeremy, Seconded Tim. Passed.
Business arising from the minutes.
• Chris Green has paid his membership fees and his
application has been processed.

Meeting closed at 7.36pm
Next meeting: 12 July 7.00pm at Mike’s place.
27 Fordham Drive, Swan View, WA 6056
0408210454

Correspondence In:
• Information from Mean Machine in Morley advertising
their services.
• Comm Bank Statement May.
Correspondence out:
• Magazine posted to Iva and Neville
Moved Wayne, seconded Jeremy
correspondence be received. Passed.

that

the

Business arising from the correspondence:
Suggested that we check out the premises at Mean
Machine to see what they offer.
Treasurer’s Report:
•Opening balance $1845.85CR.
•Cheque for $180 not presented yet.
•Current membership list tabled. We have 57 paid
members.
Moved Tim, Seconded Wayne that the Treasurer’s
report be received. Passed.
Business arising from the Treasurer’s report:
Nil
Safety Officer’s Report: See elsewhere.
Ride Coordinator’s Report:
• Good turnout for the national Motoring Heritage day
event. See article elsewhere.
• The Arthur Grady event was successful partly due to
the favourable turn in the weather. See article
elsewhere.
• Wayne’s ride through the Chittering Valley was good
too. Although chilly there were many motoring
enthusiasts out that day and the eateries did a roaring
trade. A ride for the “Granny Glides” as well as older
models. Good to see Chrissie and JJ as well as Linda
Elezovich. Article next issue.
• General discussion concerning an overnighter for
early model bikes. Wayne spoke with Phil Skinner at
Freo about EAMC joining in with the VMCC Beverley
ride on 3 and 4 September. See Saddle Up.
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Hello everyone.
There have been some interesting rides recently and the
committee has discussed some future events.
•Overnighter at Beverley.
Members are invited to attend the overnighter at
Beverley Sat 3 Sept to join in with VMCC Beverley reenactment. Expressions of interest are called for as
hotel bookings need to be organised now. Please don’t
leave this until later as rooms are already filling at the
hotels and VMCC needs to be advised. Please contact
Wayne 0438977741 elezresources@bigpond.net.au or
Tim 0407959692 timc@wbho.com.auto advise if you
will be attending. ASAP please.
• November ride down south.
Discussion concerning a week’s ride down south in
November coinciding with the Albany Hill Climb event.
Depart Thursday 3 November and returning Wednesday
9 November. Suggest trailer bikes down and then use
Albany as a base for rides during the week. Modern
bikes are welcome too. Suggestion of staying at the King
River chalets. You can enter the Hill Climb on the Sunday
6 Nov. or just participate in the Poker Run on the
Saturday 5 Nov. Expressions of interest are called for as
accommodation will need to be booked asap. Please
contact Wayne asap if you will be going. We would like
as many members as possible to attend this event as it
has proven to be great fun.
Check the club’s Facebook page for videos and updates
of events club members have attended.
https://www.facebook.com/EarlyAmericanMotorcycleCl
ub and also The Bike Shed Times
www.bikeshedtimes.com
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Ride
Calendar
July – No scheduled event.
August – No scheduled event.
3and 4 September – Overnighter to Beverley
October – No scheduled event.
3 to 9 November. Based in Albany. Rides out from there
incorporating the Albany Hill climb.

Arthur
Grady
Event

Other Events (optional)
Any further information will be noted in the ride
calendar as events get closer. Check our Facebook page
too.
https://www.facebook.com/EarlyAmericanMotorcycleCl
ub

Member
Profile

Arthur Grady Day is a must do in the vintage motorcycle
enthusiasts calendar each year.
In 1924 Fremantle bicycle maker Arthur Grady became
the first person to ride a motorcycle, a Douglas, around
Australia. He set off from Fremantle Town Hall and
returned five and a half months later to a rousing
reception and a place in the record books. Read his story
via the link http://www.vmccwa.com/stories/cass.html

Mark Davey #120
I was born and raised in western NSW and I work in the
aviation industry. I’ve been in Perth for three years and
before this in Sydney for 25 years.
I’ve ridden and owned bikes since a young kid, starting
with trail bikes and then graduating to road bikes on
obtaining a driver’s license.
I’ve two bikes in Perth - 92 Springer and 42 WLA and
another five bikes in Sydney - two Honda F1 Super
sports, a Norton Dominator, a Harley U and Harley Road
King . I become badly infected with the bike disease at a
young age and will ride at every opportunity. Love the
whole scene.

For Sale
or Swap
Hi All,
I have just made a batch of Indian 741 dash panels.
So if anyone needs one give me a call.
Also I have turned up a front guard for a WLA and a
left hand side fuel tank for the same. I would prefer to
swap these for parts.
Cheers Shaun 0417 837 759
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Arthur Grady Day celebrates his achievement with
vintage enthusiasts gathering in Kings Square,
Fremantle, to showcase their own veteran, vintage and
classic motorcycles.
Put on by the City of Fremantle and the VMCC the event
has grown to celebrate all things vintage.
Personally the Arthur Grady Day was my first
introduction to the EAMC a number of years back. I
attended as part of the VMCC on the maiden outing for
my newly rebuilt 1924 Harley Davidson. I struck up a
conversation with Rob Veitch over his 1916 board track
replica about Schebler DLX carbs and before I knew it I
was in Wayne’s shed buying a DLX to replace my HX plus
also a Corbin speedo, why not, with an EAMC
membership application soon following.
With the weather man forecasting rain, we all awoke to
the opposite; a crisp morning, blue sky and a warming
sun.

We were soon joined by Kevin Badby on his 1947
Knuckle and Wayne, Linda and Abby Elezovich
transporting in the back of the ute the club marquee
and his recently acquired 1924 Scout, with that superb
patina that only reaches maturity after 90+ years of
neglect. See Wayne’s article this issue. If you have not
seen it already this new marquee is a great
advertisement for the EAMC club and brand..

EAMC members attending either made their own way
there or partook in a club sanctioned ride beginning at
Hungry Jacks in Kelmscott. The ride was organised by
myself astride my 1924 Harley Davidson F (the magneto
model, the J is the generator model) and attended also
by Phil Hopwood on his Indian Scout. We rode off at
9am on the dot leaving a very interested Mauri
gentleman on a modern HD who had ridden by and
keenly doubled back to have a look at our old bikes.
Ride safe Bro’.
The ride to Freo was leisurely in medium traffic with the
usual honk of car horns and thumbs up from passing
motorists showing their appreciation for the sight of old
bikes out and about. “Ride ‘em don’t hide ‘em” they
say.
We both arrived at the Town Square in Fremantle just
before 10am to see Glen already with his 1942 U model
parked in the EAMC position kindly allocated by the
tireless organiser of the day’s events, Alex Marshall, of
the City of Fremantle. We had a good location between
the Tourist Office and the Fremantle Men’s Shed stall
which was selling hot drinks and barbequed sausages.
With the marquee erected and the bikes arranged we
stood back to enjoy the sites that are unique to
Fremantle and interact with interested passers-by of all
ages and demographics. It was interesting seeing and
greeting members from other clubs, such as VMCC and
Indian Club, as they arrived. Throughout the morning
members strolled around to view the displays and catch
up with friends.
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It is somewhat amusing listening to comments from kids
to their mums. For example, both the HDs and Indians
have pedals on their kick starts that resemble those of
bicycles so kids assume you have to pedal them to start
them and say as such to their mums. Glen recounted an
amusing statement he overheard from a child in a large
flock that a mother was herding through the event
“Mum look at all the old…..”. It is assumed that the child
was going to finish with “motorbikes” but was abruptly
cut off by the mother who finished the statement
brashly with “men”! The child must have been referring
to either the VMCC contingent or that of the Indian Club
certainly not the youth of the EAMC members present.

It is also amusing when the older fraternity state for
their wives or colleagues what the motorbike before
them is and get it totally wrong. We may correct them
or we may not steel their thunder and just let them
carry on in their glory.
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The ride around Fremantle set off around 11:30am with
the Mayor of Fremantle being chauffeured in the side
car of Murray Morrell’s Indian outfit. There were not as
many on this ride as there had been in previous years.
The ride was limited to pre 1955 machines. This was for
safety reasons and it was a good idea. The group rode
along the Swan River foreshore past Leeuwin Barracks
and returned via the port wharves, South Beach and
back to King’s Square. Unfortunately, with traffic lights
the group was soon separated with some completing
the full run and others completing their own condensed
version and coming back early.
The EAMC group grew through the morning with further
EAMC members Dave Low, JJ and his wife Chrissie
attending minus their bikes. After the ride the group
was bolstered further with Rob Veitch and his
immaculate 1916 HD board track replica. See the video
of the first start up ride in 2012.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7NANHtxggE

When this beauty barks into life it certainly is a great
promotion of the Day and it is also another of the EAMC
brand. Not having run for an extended period the bark
was somewhat delayed. As is customary with these
early total loss oil lubrication machines the crankcase
needed to be drained of the previous runs oil and
whatever seepage had also occurred whilst standing and
a fresh charge of the correct amount injected. A couple
of empty coffee cups were collected from within the
marquee to enable this. These were soon filled and with
no sign of the flow stopping Glen volunteered to collect
some more. Scruffy haired individuals scrounging
though Fremantle’s bins are not uncommon so Glen
retrieving used coffee cups from the nearby receptacles
I am sure would not have warranted a second glance
from the day’s patrons. After about 6 x full cups of oil
the crankcase was drained and the correct oil level set.
Note the waste oil was decanted into an empty milk
bottle for later environmentally acceptable disposal.

Early American Motorcycle Club

After numerous kicks and copious doses of ‘Start Ya
Bastard’ the bike still showed no signs of life. Plugs were
removed to reveal a dry rear and a flooded front
cylinder and the unique aroma of old fuel. Further kicks
cleared the flooding and also verified spark was present.
With the plugs back in the old girl began to stir and
started to show signs of a response and soon erupted
into life. As she warmed and the idle speed and mixture
were tweaked, and spark advanced, she was roaring in
all her glory to the growing crowd showing their
appreciation with phone cameras recording the
spectacle. As she was revved to me this 100-year-old
machine sounded no different to that modern machine
accelerating hard on any suburban street.
Other treasured vehicles were also displayed. There was
a contingent of various Renaults, Wolsleys and other
vintage motor cars alongside buses, machinery, tools
and believe it or not, prams. Plus, even a steam traction
engine rolling up and down William Street.

If you missed it this year do not let an ordinary weather
forecast phase you for your attendance next year.
Cheers
Tim.
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National
Motoring
Heritage
Day
Normally this is a day for celebrating all things motoring
history, but this year our day was overshadowed by
cloudy skies and the arrival of one big jet. It seems that
half of Perth came out to see the Antonov An-225 Mriya
– the world's largest aircraft.
Our day started out with a meet at the BP in Kewdale
which turns out to be a great central location for most of
our club members. It has all the essentials that we need
such as fuel, space and coffee. The morning was
overcast and the rain that was forecast to make an
appearance in the late afternoon was looming ever
closer.

We had a good turnout of old and new bikes and of
course some old and new faces. There were plenty of
stories to be told and catch-ups to be done. When we
were sure that everyone was present we saddled up for
our first section ride out onto part of the new section of
the Gateway Project. This is a billion dollar project to
improve traffic flow around the airport, Roe, Tonkin and
Leach Highways - a great project but they still managed
to leave lights on the Roe Highway interchange.
Someone needs to reassess the outcomes…anyway
moving on.

As we headed for Welshpool Road and the climb up the
escarpment towards Bickley, the looming clouds started
to drop the rain they held; not much to start with but as
we got closer to our first stop the rain got heavier. Once
we got to the top of the hill we wound our way through
the very beautiful hamlets of Carmel, Bickley Valley and
Piesse Brook past the orchards of fruit trees. From there
we followed Mundaring Weir Road up into Kalamunda
and our morning tea stop at Dome Kalamunda.
We parked our bikes in groups around the carpark and
the heavens opened and down came the rain. Most of
us managed to make it inside though a couple got a little
wet. Inside it was busy. It seemed that we were not the
only ones out for morning tea. Coffees were ordered
and most got what they wanted but some missed out
and had to jump the queue to try and get a coffee
ordered. It was nearing the advertised arrival of the Big
Plane and several went to the front veranda to see if
they could see it. Others used smart phones to see that
the plane was actually running late and was not
expected for another couple of hours. Bad weather
somewhere.
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Feeling suitably refreshed we headed back outside into
the sunshine as the clouds had rolled away and so had
the rain. Bikes were started and jackets zipped ready to
go. One Harley decided this would be a good time not
have enough battery power, but only after some serious
kicking had taken place. The Harley was pushed up the
gentle slope ready for a push start. A big push, drop the
clutch and away she went, followed by all and sundry.
The plan was to head across the escarpment and head
down the hill via the Zig Zag or Gooseberry Hill Road –
some went one way and others went the other way. We
got to the bottom and whilst waiting for the arrival of
others the Harley again decided to stop, another push
start got it running again. The rider decided to abandon
the ride and headed of for home coming back to meet
us for lunch later.
We wound down through Helena Valley and out the
back of Bushmead to emerge in Guildford near the
Woodbridge Hotel. From there we rode out through old
Guildford to the West Swan Road and our next stop at
Whiteman Park. We arrived at the Motor Museum for
our display to be greeted by ‘Boom Boom’ Hammond
and his beautiful ménage á trois of 1918 Indians.

Once parked and settled, discussion turned to coffee
and snacks and of course the Big Plane again. All the way
from Kalamunda to Whiteman Park there were vehicles
parked up on the side of the road with people staring
intently into the sky looking for the Big Plane. News
reports afterwards told stories of people being parked
up since before dawn to get the best advantage points.
It’s a Big Plane, yeah I get it….

Some members availed themselves of the discounted
entry to the motor museum and had a wander around
after all it is about National Motoring Heritage Day and
what better way to spend than having a look at the cars
and bikes on display. Our bikes out front drew a few
onlookers and snapped photos as well.

As we were getting to head off in search of lunch a cry
rang out to cast our eyes skyward and feast upon the Big
Plane… down the Swan Valley and directly over us it
flew and gave all those that were interested a good look
at it and yes it is a Big Plane. Having satisfied ourselves
with seeing what all the hype was about we climbed
back on our bikes for the short ride to the Ironbark
Brewery and lunch.

By this stage we had whittled down to a few hard-core
members that weren’t put off their lunch by the sight of
the Big Plane. Brews and wood-fired pizzas seemed to
be the order of the day, whilst enjoying the music and
dulcet tones of the entertainment. The Ironbark has a
great selection of beers and ciders on tap, lots of great
food on the menu but it is real hard to pass on a woodfired pizza on a winter’s day.
Big thanks to all our members who come out to enjoy
National Motoring Heritage Day and also a big Happy
Birthday to Tim who had Harley trouble but turned up
for lunch with his family.
Until next time, ride safely.
Toljy.
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Swamp
Monster
from
Kellerberrin
Pt 2

Ok, so last episode we saw my newly acquired and
rather nasty 1923 Scout set back on her feet, with
considerable pain on my part. The engine and gearbox
where gutted and cleaned up ready for rebuild and the
frame is now straight. Where are we at now?

Well I will make them work at that. Currently the rear
cylinder is .060 and very tidy so a hone and rings and it
should be fine. The front cylinder you may remember
from last episode was very, very ugly, so that was my
next task.
In the picture below you can see the little end pin has
walked out and damaged the bore. It looks quite
localized in this shot (the good side) but it really was not
as the pin had come almost all of the way through to the
outside and has split the bore on both sides to the point
where you could see daylight through the cracks (nasty).
Luckily the bore is only .030 at the moment so I am
hoping (fingers crossed) that after welding it will clean
up to .060

Well, the gearbox is done. I found some good original
bearings in my spares. I made an output sprocket driver
seal carrier to stop the bulk of the future oil leaks, some
new bushes on the triple gear then reassembled the
whole thing. So despite the serious carnage in the
gearbox she is repaired and good to go.
Next was the engine. The drive and pinion bearing
housings where very badly rusted so I ran a bead of weld
around the inside of both and they dropped out on the
bench. The cases had been stressed by the buildup of
debris and rust on the inside so to ensure that they
didn’t leak I took them to my mate Bob’s and he set
them up in his big lathe and we skimmed both faces
(where they join together). They were pretty good. We
only had to remove about .010’ total to make them both
perfect. The corrosion on the inside didn’t go through
the case anywhere so I just blasted them clean and
buffed off the rough spots. Look pretty good huh?

I took both barrels and went and visited Dave (the
welder). Dave did his time in the aircraft industry and is
very talented so I thought he should be able to sort both
the bore and the broken exhaust (I mention that bit in
the last installment).
Below you can see the repaired bore, the gold colour is
manganese bronze which is the filler rod we chose for
the job. This job took a while because we had to pre
heat the hell out of the barrel to get it to welding temp
and then keep it hot while we welded it. I’ve since
machined the bore to make it a little easier on the
boring bar when we bore it oversize and it looks pretty
good. At least I can’t see through it anymore, which has
to be good.

Next step was to clean up the barrel counter bores to
get rid of the damage caused by the failure. They too
now look. Pretty shmick.

The other barrel was quite straight forward. It only had
the whole exhaust port broken off so just a quick pre
heat and we welded on the replacement piece I made
(see below).
Cool. After all of that pain I think the cases and most of
the bottom end will live again. I contacted my mate
Ziggy in Washington and ordered all the parts I needed
(ouch) including a set of .060 pistons; that’s as big as
pistons go for these old tarts so the bores will clean up
to that and they will like it.
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While you may be fine to go on an easy cruise around
town, it takes time to grow the skills you need to be an
expert rider. To stay safe, make sure that you always
ride within your skill level. Your friends who have been
riding longer may be able to go super-fast or control
their bikes on curvy roads, but that doesn’t mean you
should. Take the time to build your skills and only ride in
situations where you know your skills are up to the job.

That’s about it for now. I reassembled the engine and
gearbox while I wait for parts and the old girl had an
outing to the Arthur Grady rally on the back of the ute.
She looked fabulous.
So next step is a trip to John’s for one of his sand bent
exhausts, then hopefully I will have some parts arriving
soon so I can build the engine and make some noise.
To be continued.
Keep the shiny side up.
Regards
Wayne Elezovich D.A.M. (Pres #2)

Safety
Report
Part two of a two part article I found on the net.
Regards
Brian.
Editor’s note: This post was written by Jamie Page
Deaton.
6: Avoid Distraction
We all know distracted driving is a bad idea but it’s
worse when you’re riding a bike. One of the keys to
staying safe on a motorcycle is staying hyper-aware of
everything that’s going on around you. Remember,
motorcycles are tough for drivers to see – especially
drivers in large cars or SUVs. You need to see and avoid
them, rather than bet on them seeing you. If you’re
fiddling with your phone or iPod, you’re reaction time is
cut by several precious seconds, putting you at higher
risk of a collision. And running into a Chevy Suburban
while going 60 miles per hour (96.6 kilometers per hour)
is no one’s idea of a good time.
In addition to the risk of distraction, taking your hands
off your bike lessens your control more than taking your
hands off the wheel of your car. Not only is steering
compromised but so is braking, accelerating and
shifting. It’s just a bad idea.
If you’re on a bike, remove all temptation for
distraction. Don’t wear headphones and put your phone
where you can’t get to it.

Of course, you should still challenge yourself — that’s
how your skills grow — but you need to do it in a safe,
controlled way. Many motorcycle dealerships offer
advanced riding courses where you can practice more
advanced manoeuvers. And if you’re interested in
motorcycle sports, it’s easy to find a racing school. Those
schools are not only fun but they help you safely build
your skills so that you’re safer on the road.
8: Protect Your Feet
The right shoes are also important to riding safely. To
shift gears on a bike, you lift up with your toes – so
open-toed shoes can become painful fast. Plus, when
you’re riding a bike, you’re sitting on the engine and
exhaust system which gets hot. It’s easy to burn your
feet. Not only do open-toed shoes like flip-flops expose
your feet while on a bike they can slip off causing a
dangerous situation.
When riding a motorcycle you want study shoes. Those
shoes are the only protection your feet will have. Look
for something with a rugged sole. Shoes with smooth
soles make it easier for you to slip. When you’re at a
stop and using your feet to balance, the last things you
want to do is slip and drop your bike. Motorcycle shoes
should also have sturdy ankle supports and a low heel.
You want something that makes it easier for you to
balance. Look for shoes or boots in a durable material,
like leather, for better protection.
9: Get the Right Gear
We’ve all seen people on motorcycles in shorts and flip
flops. Those people are not being safe. Since a
motorcycle offers little protection in a crash, what riders
wear is part of the crash protection system. Even if you
aren’t in a crash with another vehicle on your bike, you
could simply lose control and lay the bike down. In that
situation, you’ll be sliding along on asphalt. That’s not
something you want to do in shorts.
There’s a reason a lot of bikers wear leather: it’s strong
enough to protect their skin if they slide along the road
surface. Plus, motorcycle riders are exposed to other
road hazards, like small rocks, bugs and cigarette butts,
that people in cars are protected from. At 60 miles per
hour (96.6 kilometers per hour), even a small rock can
sting. Leather gear can help to protect you.
Of course, you don’t have to look like a reject from “Easy
Rider” to ride a motorcycle. A lot of companies
specialize in armoured motorcycle gear and it’s not all
leather. You can get vented motorcycle jackets that
keep you cool while keeping you safe. These jackets are
made of lightweight, breathable material, but have
heavy-duty amour panels in key places (along the spine,
torso, shoulders and elbows) to protect the wearer.

7: Ride Within Your Skills
Riding a motorcycle is a skill, and like all skills, it’s
something that you need to develop.
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10: Take a Motorcycle Safety Course
In most states if you’re going to get a motorcycle license
you need to take a skills test. In many states you also
have to take a motorcycle safety class – think of it as
driver’s education on two wheels. Even if your state
doesn’t require you to take a motorcycle safety course,
you should. The class will teach you about the traffic
safety laws that apply to motorcycles in your state, how
to respond to emergency situations on a motorcycle,
and give you a chance to try out your new skills in a
controlled environment. The instructors will also give
you tips about motorcycle maintenance and how to
avoid unsafe situations. After all, the time to learn how

Q&A #41
Engine Noise
and
Stuck Gears

to recover from a skid on a bike is not when you go into
one for the first time. Taking a motorcycle safety course
prepares you to hit the road safely and with more
confidence.
The good news is, most motorcycle dealerships offer
motorcycle safety courses and some even give discounts
or other promotional materials to people who have
completed their course. If you’ve got your heart set on a
particular brand of bike, taking a motorcycle safety class
from that dealership is a good way to get to know the
brand better and you may even be able to try out some
of their models.
If you would like advice on any maintenance or club
related issue, feel free to drop us a line or call the wog
or Glen. See the front of the mag for contact details.
Keep the maintenance up, the rubber side down and
ride safely.
Regards
Wayne Elezovich
D.A.M. (dumb arse mechanic)

Hello folks
This is the Q&A section with ramblings from our resident
dumb arse mechanic. All answers given are an
uneducated opinion by a semi-literate wog and should
be taken on board at your discretion.
Q: Hi Wog. My Scout has developed a strange
ticking noise in the engine. It comes and goes but it
doesn’t sound good. Any thoughts?
A: Mate, strange noises that suddenly develop are
never good. It could be a number of things depending
how loud it is and where it’s coming from. Have a close
listen to the engine with a stethoscope (or the old screw
drive trick) and see if you can identify where it’s coming
from. Start with the easy stuff and give it a tune up first.
A loose valve adjustment can sound like it is coming
from the whole right side of the engine. Or timing can
make it ping (may sound like a tick). More drastic things
can be a broken piece of gear tooth from the cams (I’ve
come across this a couple of times now) or a broken
ring. Also a piece can climb up to the top of the piston
(seen that a couple of times as well).
Good luck, but whatever you do don’t let it go. If it’s a
loud noise you need to find it and quick!
Q: Hi mate my bike (Chief) keeps jumping out of first and
second, but its ok in top. My mate recons I should screw
the detent in a bit more and she will be fine. I tried that
but it still jumps out of first and it’s now really hard to
shift. One of the other club members said to fit a king
clutch and it would be sorted. It sounded like a good
plan so I ordered one. While I’m waiting for delivery, is
there anything else I can do and will that fix it?
A: Short answer, no. Your chief runs a crash gear box,
which means it has a sliding gear that moves in and out
of mesh as you change gears. Occasionally the gears can
“clash” if we don’t match the gear speeds properly
(giving the engine a slight rev between gears on the
downshift or shifting too fast or without the clutch).
Your gear teeth will be rounded off from less than
perfect shifting so the only answer is to rebuild the box
and fit a new (or better) gear set (cluster and slider).
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