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Dedicated to the restoration and use of 

American made motorcycles manufactured 

before 1967. 

Committee 
Patron:                      Wayne Elezovich 

President:                 Greg Hamilton 

Vice President:        Barry Pollard  

Secretary:                Glen McAdam 

Treasurer:                Jeremy Bromley 

Editor:                       Glen McAdam 

Events/ride 

Coordinator:           Rob Veitch 

Safety 

Coordinator:          Wayne Elezovich  

Property Officer:   Wayne Elezovich 

Social Media:        Michael Tolj 

 

Foundation Members 
Alan Anderson,  Allan  Eaton,  Audrey  Wood,  Bill Walton, Bill 

White, Bob Green, Dave Bunning, Dave Pearcey, Ed 

Buegge*, George Wood, Graeme Davis, Graham Datson, Ian 

Fitzgerald, Ivor Wigley, Jeremy Bromley, John Griffin, Joseph 

Brajkovich, Ken Dickman, Linda Forsyth, Matthew Powell, 

Murray  Morell,  Norman Lewis*, Rod Lewis,  Rex McRae,  

Rod Payze*, Rolf Jorgensen, Stan Butler*, Stuart Fyfe, Sue 

Leitch, Ward Adamson,  Wayne Elezovich. 
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Life Members 
Rod Lewis 2009, Jeremy Bromley 2010, Ivor Wigley, 2011, 

Geo Wood 2011, Wayne Elezovich 2012, Glen McAdam  

2014, Norm Lewis 2015. 

 

Membership Fees 
These are due by 31 December. $35.00 per annum. 

Nomination Fee of $20.00. Cheques made payable to 

Early American Motorcycle Club. Preferred method is 

electronic direct deposit   to:- 

Commonwealth bank     BSB: 066 100    

Account: 1021 0659 

Our postal address is.  

PO Box 184, Tuart Hill, WA 6939 

Membership fees are due. $35. 

See above for details 

 

 

                                                                            President’sPresident’sPresident’sPresident’s                                                 

                                                                                                    ReportReportReportReport    
G’day Members. 
Happy New Year to all of you and your families. I hope it 

proves to be a beauty. 

 

Recently I had another reminder of why I am a member 

of this great club of ours. For those that don’t know I am 

rebuilding a 1966 Harley FLH. As you probably know, 

when doing a rebuild or build, original parts cannot 

always be obtained, so you are forced to buy after 

market. These parts are “exact reproductions of the 

original” (quote from some pig that got stuck in the 

cuckoo’s nest) and rarely ever fit. This was the case with 

a new after-market exhaust system I bought for the bike. 

I could have gone back to where I purchased it, and 

probably would have got a replacement or my money 

back, but this would have been a lengthy process and 

time is not on my side. Therefore my problem was, do I 

throw it in the bin and get someone to custom make one 

that fits, on sell it to some poor unsuspecting person, or 

try and make it fit? The call for help went out and without 

hesitation two of our members came and gave their time 

and expertise. I won’t bore you with all the details, but 

now the system fits and is finished without any damage 

to the chrome. Many thanks to Bill and Wayne. 

 

In another instance a call for help went out on a Sunday 

for some hardened washers I needed to fit the primary. 

Thanks again to Wayne, I was able to get what I needed. 

When I got them home I realised they may have come off 

an Indian, so after heavily disinfecting them I was able to 

carry on and get the job done. 

 

The point I am trying to make here is that being a member 

of our club gives us all access to a huge number of 

benefits. Friendships are made, help and knowledge, 

access to parts, concessional rego’s etc, these are just a 

few off the top of my head. All this brings me to my next 

point “MEMBERSHIP FEES”. If you haven’t paid, PLEASE 

PAY IMMEDIATELY so that you can continue to enjoy all 

of the above and more. I think our $35 fee is good value 

for the benefits and fun we get. 

 

As always if you have anything to buy, swap, sell or 

service to offer, advertise it in your Flatchat. 

 

Regards  

Hami 

M: 0417 918 162 

Email: ghamieamc106@gmail.com 

 

 

 

       Welcome to New Member  
                  Peter Kruger 
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                                                                                        CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

                                                                                                    Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting     

                                                                                                    MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes    
          Meeting held on 9 January 2018    
Venue: Greg’s place 

Meeting opened 7.00pm. 

Attendees: Greg, Rob, Glen, Jeremy, Chris, Tim, Lyndon, 

Wayne. 

Apologies: Mike, Barry, Jim. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of December 

meeting read. Moved Tim, Seconded Jeremy. Passed. 

 

Business arising from the minutes.  

•Code 404 general discussion. 

•Discussion about back up vehicle for Collie. 

 

Correspondence In: Nil 

 

Correspondence out:  

•Magazines posted to Neville and Ivor and Mark 

• Membership application from Peter Kruger. 

Moved Lyndon, seconded Rob that the correspondence 

be received. Passed. 

 

Business arising from the correspondence: Nil 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     

•$3007.35 CR.  

• 42 members have paid fees. 13 not paid. 3 Life 

members. 

Moved Rob Seconded Tim that the Treasurer’s report be 

received. Passed. 

 

Business arising from the Treasurer’s report: Advise 

membership that if unfinancial then Concessional 

license has been cancelled. 

 

Safety Officer’s Report: Nil. 

 

Ride Coordinator’s Report:  

• Rob has updated the calendar of events. See saddle 

Up. 

 

General Business 

• General discussion about Code 404 and the 

forthcoming Collie weekender. 

 

•Meeting closed at 8.05pm. 

 

    Next Committee Meeting 
13 February. Jeremy’s place. 44 Hinkler Road Kalamunda 

6076.          0438 929 341 

 

All club members are welcome to attend Committee 

Meetings 

 

 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and New 

Year celebrations. Hopefully Santa delivered that new (or 

old) bike you were hoping for or at least some parts for it.  

Santa delivered me a rear guard and a 16 inch rim and 

matching spoke that I wanted so I was very happy.  

Glen and I squeezed in a few days riding in Albany and the 

surrounding area and despite a hot day on the way down 

there it was very pleasant and the weather was much 

milder than Perth. 

Since the Christmas ride in December, time has probably 

been a bit short so the bike/s probably haven’t been out, 

and routine maintenance is still on the “To do” list.  Time 

to get that sorted and get back on the road enjoying some 

miles in our great outdoors. 

The weather is getting ever hotter but don’t let that put 

you off, there is plenty coming up on the club calendar 

but there are still some gaps – like April, May, June. 

If you have a regular or favorite ride destination that you 

like to do, why not make it into a club ride so others can 

enjoy it too. If you’re not sure how, or if it would work, 

just give me or Glen or Greg a call and we can explain how 

easy it is.  You just need to: 

1. decide on a destination,  

2. Come up with a proposed route, 

3. Decide on a date. 

Please have a go … 

 

Longer Southern Ride February 10 and 11. 

• Meet at Narrogin Inn Armadale, intersection of 

Albany Hwy, Southwest Hwy & Armadale Road at 

Saturday 10 Feb 08:30 for a 9:00 start. 

• The morning will take a relaxing ride through the 

southern hills with a coffee stop or two before 

stopping for lunch/fuel at the Pinjarra Bakery in 

Pinjarra at around 12:00. This is where we will meet 

up with the IHC like- minded members. 

• From here we will meander to Dwellingup, 

Waroona, Harvey and then to Lyndon’s farm at 

Collie again with a leg stretch or two along the way.   

• Home -made pizzas will be prepared for the evening 

meal. 

• Sunday we will make our way to Quindanning for 

lunch and then back to Perth. 
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There will be a backup vehicle to follow the ride to carry 

overnight bags, swags etc.  If necessary it can also be used 

for any break downs.  Please either bring your gear to 

Wayne’s place or make separate arrangements with 

Wayne to get your gear to him. See below. 

 

Please note there will be a nominal fee to cover the 

backup fuel and catering but will be dependent on final 

numbers so please confirm your attendance on 

tcreighton@marineandcivil.com or 0407959692. 

 

Kind Regards 

Tim Creighton 

 

Back Up vehicle for Southern Ride 
Hi folks. We have a backup sorted with Paul Ennis as pilot 

for the combined EAMC / IHC run in Feb. 

 

Paul will be driving my ute with my trailer attached, so we 

will have quite a bit of space for luggage. However, keep 

in mind we will possibly need to load a bike or two in the 

trailer so don’t pack half a ton of crap as it’s only one 

night. 

 

I’m happy for people to drop luggage at my place the 

weekend before and I will pack the trailer the night 

before, so you have a whole week (by appointment) to 

get your gear here. Contact me if you wish to bring your 

gear to the Narrogin Inn so I can make room for it. 

 

The backup will be running for both days and will carry 

tools and small spares. Thanks go to Paul for offering his 

services. We all know that no one likes driving backup as 

we would all rather be riding, so don’t be shy when he 

pulls up for fuel, we will have a whip around and chip in, 

ditto when we stop at Lyndon’s. Don’t be shy about 

buying him a beer to drown his heart ache about not 

riding for the day. 

 

Wayne DAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Concessional 

license is now invalid if 

you are not a current 

2018 financial member. 
 

 

 

 

 

                                  Club  

                          Calendar 
Date Event Organiser Start 

Time 

Feb 

10/11 

Longer Southern Ride - 

Combined IHC & EAMC ride. 

Sat:  Pinjarra, Dwellingup, 

Waroona, Harvey, Collie. 

Stay overnight in Collie. 

Sun:  Collie to Quindanning 

for lunch. 

Back-up & gear transport – 

ring Wayne on 0438977741 

$15 charge for dinner and 

back-up. 

Let Tim know by Wed 7 Feb. 

Tim  

0407959692 

& 

Hamish (IHC) 

Sat 10 Feb  

Narrogin 

Inn 

Armadale 

at 8.30am 

for 

9.00am 

take off 

Feb 18 Northam Vintage Swap 

Meet.  Run by Avon valley 

Vintage Vehicle Association. 

Enq: Sylvia  

on 0417 976 

699 

Time TBA 

March 

10/12 

Indian Harley two Day Rally 

in Bunbury.  Starts Sat AM 

 Time TBA 

March 

18 

Classic Car Show (static 

display) at Ascot racecourse 

  

April 

7/8 

Northam Motorsport 

Festival (Previously the 

Flying Fifties) Hill Climb & 

Motorkana on day 1. Street 

racing circuit on day 2 

  

April 

7/8 

Roaring twenties Run.  

Open to pre-1931 bikes.   

Start and finish at Boyanup. 

Overnight at Nannup.   

VMCC ride 

Ken Vincent  

9293 3093 

 

April 

15/16 

York Motorcycle Festival   

 

                          = Non-EAMC Events – optional 

 

                                                                                            EAMC Meetings 2018 EAMC Meetings 2018 EAMC Meetings 2018 EAMC Meetings 2018     

Jan @ Greg’s  

Feb @ Jeremy’s 

Mar @ Mike’s 

Apr @ Glen’s 

May @ Rob’s 

Jun @ Tim’s 

Jul @  

Aug @  

Sept @  

Oct AGM 

Nov @  

Dec @ Chris’s 
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                                      Safety Report 

 
 So, this is my very first safety officer’s report and I think 

I’m going to start with an old classic- vigilance. I know 

you’ve all been riding for 40 years, some of us even longer 

(Alex is probably double that), and we get sick of people 

trying to tell us what to do, and how to do things safely. 

 

But gents the world is changing and there is a new breed 

of driver on the road. We no longer have to worry about 

women in Volvos as now its soccer mums in huge SUV’s 

and hipsters in Hyundai’s texting while they are driving. 

  

So the vigilance we now need is pre-emptive. It’s not just 

the occasional car we need to look out for, now its most 

of them. I’ve been riding my late model Chief around 

town a bit recently and it is getting scary out there. After 

a couple of near misses, I find myself watching side roads 

and intersections and checking both ways before taking 

off from a green light. 

 

So, I think my message is be watchful and don’t assume 

that car is going to do the right thing, this may be a 

negative approach, but if we assume all other drivers are 

knob heads we will live longer, or more importantly we 

won’t damage our favourite bike.   

Keep the rubber side down, and yes, most hipsters are 

knob heads. 

Regards  

Wayne Elezovich D.A.M. (dumb arse mechanic) 

 

 

  

 

                                  Buried   

                                Treasure 
The following was first published in the VL magazine 

many years ago. The magazine was published by Rob 

Veitch. Rob recently renewed contact with Chris who 

lives in Scotland.  

Buried treasure  

Chris – Scotland (March 1997) 

I own the major part of a 1930 V series twin, no 30V977. 

The history is a bit of a story.  

 

When I first obtained the bike, I was living in the south of 

Norway. It happened that in the 1970s, a young bloke in 

the village owned an elderly twin which everyone knew 

about more due to its nuisance than technical interest. 

Basically, the guy was a pain, making a pest of himself 

with his noisy old hack bike. He worked part of his time 

on the family small-holding and partly on a fishing boat, a 

common split occupation at the time.  

 

Complaints from the neighbours finally forced his father 

to take drastic action after his threats had failed to calm 

our hero’s wild riding. The old bugger dug out a hole, 

threw in the bike, covered it partly with scrub and 

brushwood and buried it. To finish the job off, he 

ploughed the field to hide his dastardly deeds. The bike 

lay buried for ten years or so, until my mate Otto 

managed to get permission from the old fellow to dig it 

up again. Having exhumed the remains, he took them 

home and let them stand. That’s where I came in, in 

December 1981.  

 

The remains were in a very sorry state, especially at the 

end covered with the brushwood. Air being able to get at 

the frame combined with the very wet, peaty soil caused 

some pretty bad corrosion. Remarkably, enough of the 

bike had survived to make a restoration worthwhile and 

in fact there was still air in the tyres.  

 

 
 

Whilst I was in Norway, up until 1985, I spent a lot of time 

working on the frame and many cycle parts. One evening 

when I was examining the right hand tank, an interesting 

historical insight was revealed. I could see some very faint 

lettering, barely visible, which I drew out a little by 

wetting the surface. What I saw was: Dept. of motor 

____cles  Stat_ __ ___yland This I eventually worked out 

as Dept. of Motor Vehicles, State of Maryland. After much 

effort and many letters, I found out that the state police 

motor pool was thus identified until the end of 1933. I 

don’t know when or how it made its way to Norway.  

 
 

The long setback in restoring the bike has been due to the 

fact that setting up my own business hasn’t, for the last 

ten or twelve years, left me much time to work on my 

pride and joy.  I’ve started to get back into it recently and 
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though there’s still an awful lot to do and a hell of a sum 

of money in buying, the bits I still need 

Fast forward to 2001.   

It’s amazing how time melts away and that promised 

restoration keeps getting put off. There was a time in the 

early nineties, when things weren’t going so well for our 

business, that I thought I’d even have to sell it. I never did, 

hoping that one day, things would come good and that I 

would come to resurrect the old timer sooner or later. 

After all, the burial happened in 1970 and thirty years is a 

long sleep. As I write this, I’m listening to Tchaikovsky’s 

Sleeping Beauty ballet music on the internet, unintended 

yet totally appropriate for a slumbering VL.  

 

 

Times did eventually come good and the money to invest 

was duly saved up, completely thanks to Pat my wife, who 

got it together for me, bless her. I needed an awful lot of 

stuff though and with the level of damage wreaked by the 

water in that bog, I thought the best idea might be to get 

an expert to cast his eyes over the bare bones to assess 

whether or not there was enough useful stuff to form the 

basis of a restoration.  

 

I thought there was, but hard experience told me that if I 

didn’t have at least half a bike to begin with, I might as 

well forget it. There’s only one man in the UK to consult 

on this level, Steve Slocombe of VL Heaven.  

 

I live in Fort William in the Highlands of Scotland, and 

Steve in Dover, about as far apart as it’s possible to be on 

this island. It had to happen though, and so on a murky 

March morning, I set off with a truck load of old parts. My 

guts were in a knot. Would I be coming home elated with 

a stack of new parts with which to get going on the 

rebuild? Or would I return dejected having sold the few 

useful bits to Steve and dumped the rest?  

 

The drive down was, to say the least, eventful. I started 

early for the 600 mile run, aiming to get to Dover in about 

twelve hours. I needed to re-fill the tank a couple of times 

with the second re-fill being after about eleven hours 

behind the wheel.   

I was a bit tired, very excited to meet Steve, yet full of 

trepidation. I wasn’t concentrating on what I was doing. I 

filled the almost empty tank with petrol (gas). Paid. Drove 

off. Engine started to misbehave. No wonder. I drive a 

diesel car! I managed to limp to Dover, not yet realising 

what the trouble was. It was dark and shitty, the 

motorways of southern England are not the best places 

to get stuck in winter, in the dark. I managed a last ditch 

to coast to Steve’s house and abandoned the truck for the 

night on his driveway. Pretty much bushed, Steve helped 

me to find a place to stay the night. Steve took me to the 

nearest pub hotel. A good one too. Pie, chips and a clean 

bed. Luxury!  

 

The next day was exciting to say the least. Getting my 

truck motor fixed was first up. A rescue lorry was duly 

summoned. By this time of course, I’d realised my 

mistake and just hoped no damage was done. Around 

lunch time, I got the terrific news that it was okay, the 

petrol had been drained off and fresh diesel put in. She 

was running as good as ever. Better even, having had a 

good wash out with gasoline, though I don’t recommend 

it. Thank you Mr Isuzu. Steve took me to collect it. Now I 

could relax and concentrate on the important job at 

hand.  

 

Despite having cut my vintage Harley teeth on Js, ELs and 

ULHs, I’d never seen a complete VL in the flesh, so to 

speak, and boy was I looking forward to it. Steve’s ’30 

model, featured on his web site is beautiful. Having never 

heard one either, it was sheer heaven (so that’s why he 

calls it VL Heaven) to hear it running. Steve spent most of 

the morning examining the parts I have to work with and 

soon concluded that there was more than enough to 

form the basis of a rebuild. To say that I was thrilled is 

putting it mildly. I was relieved too. If he’d said no, there’s 

just too little to sensibly put together, I’d have been 

gutted.  

 

The remainder of the day was spent poring over all the 

stuff I needed. I came away with a full load, and a long 

wheelbase Isuzu Trooper is a pretty big car may I add.  
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I was truly amazed at the extent of the stock Steve carries. 

My first impression on going into his garage was, what is 

this it? I was deflated thinking VL Heaven was no more 

than a garage full of bikes and part bikes. Then Steve took 

me into the house, the basement of which is crammed 

with stuff everywhere. Even the downstairs toilet has 

wheels and other bits stacked high in it. His ‘office’ is a 

cornucopia of delights for a VL man. So I came away with 

a build plan and pretty much everything I needed to 

implement it.  

 

I’m going to build a typical 1930s Bobber, tastefully mind. 

Accepting that although I have a reasonably complete 

bike, what I have will never be up to show standard. I 

want to build a bike capable of being used as it was 

intended, as a practical day-to-day proposition. One I can 

use whenever I fancy a ride out, whether in connection 

with my work, or just for fun, so a Bobber is a good 

compromise, allowing me to use a 16" back wheel for 

example and to trim the frayed edges off those rusty 

fenders.   

 

No restoration goes without a hitch of course, so why 

should mine be any different? Why such a major hitch 

though? I bought a new crank pin, drive shaft, big end, 

small ends and pistons from Steve, intending to loose 

build the crankshaft and then send it away for truing and 

dynamic balancing. 

 

 As I mentioned earlier, I live way up north, in Scotland, 

so I had to send the crank way down south, to England, 

to J&J Engineering in Swindon, to be trued.  I carefully 

packed all the parts, enclosed my instructions, printed a 

label and sent it on its way. The transport company then 

went and lost it for me. Yes, lost it. Forever. I don’t need 

to say any more than that I guess. My anger and 

frustration speak for themselves.  No use gnashing my 

teeth any more. It’s only a crankshaft. As Martina 

Navratilova memorably said at Wimbledon Tennis 

Tournament, nobody died. Let’s keep it in proportion. 

THE BASTARDS!  

 

Fortunately, they will cover the cost of a replacement, but 

beware, take my advice, make sure when sending costly, 

let alone irreplaceable parts, that you are covered for 

their full replacement cost in the event of loss or damage. 

Once again VL Heaven came to the rescue, Steve having 

a complete crank on the shelf, but somehow it will never 

be quite the same as the old original one being in there, 

as it was when the bike came off the line in Milwaukee 

back in late ’29.  

 

The most important thing though, is that all of us involved 

in the world-wide VL brotherhood are having fun in one 

way or another with our bikes. It’s a sobering thought 

too, that over seventy years on from them entering 

service, somewhere in the world, 24 hours a day, 

somebody is working on their VL. The sun never sets...  

From Chris, Scotland 

 

This bike (see the cover) as you may recall from VL 

Newsletter Vol 4 No.3, was found by Chris in Norway.  It 

had been buried in a farmer’s back yard.  Chris has done 

a fantastic job bringing the much corroded “skeleton” 

back to life in a form which suits him to a tee, and 

captures a period look.   Well done Chris! Ed 
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Fast forward to 2002.   

I’m really pleased to tell you that my bike is now rebuilt, 

has been MOT tested, registered for the road, and is 

providing noisy and smoky entertainment for the folks in 

and around my area. I’ve rebuilt it as a Bobber and boy 

am I pleased with the result so far.  

 

I’ve not finished the paintwork yet, that’s for the winter, 

but it runs well. I’ve put in a few miles and collected a lot 

of dead flies in my widely grinning teeth. They really are 

good fun to ride aren’t they? It’s strange, I’ve owned the 

bare bones of a dead bike for over twenty years and now 

here I am, pushing fifty years old, with the sort of bike I 

always dreamed of as a kid. It’s bloody marvelous.  

 

Steve: What can I say? Without your advice, knowledge 

and bottomless pit of parts, the bike would probably 

never have been rebuilt. It would have been broken up 

and done service only as a donor for other restorations.  

 

In a way that’s fine, but to keep the big lumps together 

and save a bike more or less intact has to be the ideal. As 

I rode along a sparklingly bright and beautiful Glen Nevis 

on Saturday afternoon, Sept 21st 2002, grinning from ear 

to ear on my bike’s first road run since the late 1960s, my 

thoughts drifted back in time to its very first owner. There 

was a link between him and me as we took our first 

excited rides on a brand new bike, looking forward to 

many happy miles together. He’s likely dead and gone 

now, but his bike lives on and will doubtlessly see me out 

too. Thank you for making it possible.  

 

April 2003 Update 

 

Well fellas, here’s the more-or-less finished ‘period 

modified’ bike. Still lots of chroming to do next winter, 

but for now this is how it will look for the coming season. 

As you can imagine, I’m deeply in love. 

 

 
 

 

FOOTNOTE: I emailed Chris to compliment him on his 

excellent restorations and made the comment that the 

purists may suggest it’s not strictly correct, but that I 

personally thought it looked great.  Below is his reply 

 

Thanks mate, your congrats are well received. The purists 

can f--- off. I won’t tell them what to do with their bikes 

and they won’t tell me with mine. It’s not a museum piece 

this one. I use it to go to work on. I’ve just come back from 

a customer visit on it. Okay, I’m a bit smelly with petrol, 

but I still manage a collar and tie, so what the heck.  

 

If I’d started out with a more or less complete bike, I’d 

have done a back to original job, but mine was just too 

incomplete. Blokes who go for a 100 point original bike 

have my total admiration, I could never be arsed with it. I 

just love my rideable bikes too much. To my way of 

thinking, this bike was dead, scrap, so I can do what I like. 

I’m pleased with how it looks. I set out with a bobber in 

mind, but of course our Scottish climate precludes having 

such a radical back mudguard.  

 

So, what I did was to fuse the two ideas and produced a 

‘Scobber’. Only just thought of that, but it sort of fits the 

bill I reckon. I got in a few miles last autumn before I 

stripped it for the final paint job and it was okay. A few 

carb problems, but generally okay. Since the rebuild it has 

been much better.  

 

 

VL Reborn – On the Road   2003 – Vol 7/2 

From Chris, Scotland 

Further to our story in the last VL Newsletter, Chris has 

been out enjoying his bike.  A full story will follow, when 

Chris gets a chance, but here are a few words from him in 

the interim …sounds like he’s enjoying every minute of it!  

Great to hear. 

 

Hi Rob 

I have just got home from a stormin' trip to Norway with 

my bike. I took it back as planned to its grave site. 

Amazing.  I did between 7-800 miles in 9 days, with two 

days to Newcastle and back each of 240 miles a day. The 

trip home was done in eight hours. 30 mph average for 

240 miles in 8 hours. Not bad for an old bloke on an old 

bike eh? The weather was pretty bad too, with very 

strong wind and rain.  The bike didn't miss a single beat, 

leak much oil, or anything. I'm chuffed to f***.  

 

The most amazing thing was that whilst waiting for the 

ferry to come home, a bloke came over to chat and told 

me he'd restored a VL back in the 70s and obviously knew 

them pretty intimately. It turned out that he was none 

other than Bernt Christian Bowitz, who was the middle 

man in the transaction involving Kim Jarre that saw the 

original gearbox from my bike go to the '30 VL that is now 

on display in the post office museum in Oslo. He joked, 

the bastard, that there are parts from mine on others all 

over Norway.  

 

We had a great creack about it. He was dead pleased to 

see it back on the road and knew the whole history.  

Small world eh? 
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Fast Forward to December 2017 – Chris Jones, Scotland 

 

I hadn’t heard from Chris for about 12-15 years when a 

note came through on my LinkedIn account which was 

from Chris asking if this was the person who ran the 

worldwide VL Harley Register. I replied and we did some 

rapid fire exchange of emails to catch up on each other’s 

news. 

Chris is still riding and enjoying his VL; here are a few 

words from him. 

 

I don’t recall if I ever sent you pictures of the wreck my 

bike started off as after being dug up and then 

cannibalised for ten years before I got it. The picture 

entitled ‘At Helland’, is what it looked like on the day in 

1971 it came out of the ground. In one piece but pretty 

sorry for itself. By 1981, when I came along, the wreck 

photo is what I took home. I had such a great time 

bringing it back and yes, I do still ride it as much as I can. 

 

 
 

The Vintage and Sportster Rally photo shows my 

grandson Matt and me setting off on a 1000 mile 

weekend trip down to Shropshire. Fabulous ride. Pretty 

impressive I reckon, given that most of us don’t ride our 

old bikes 1000 miles (1600km) in total in any year.  

 

Chris now has a second VL on the go and in the process of 

restoring it. Being aware of how cold Scotland is, I was 

interested in finding out how long there riding season is 

(given that our weather allows us to ride at least nine 

months a year and more if you have wet weather gear).  

Chris replied that their riding season is a Tuesday 

afternoon in July usually. He said that generally you keep 

your riding gear handy and if you look out of the window 

and the sun is out, you get out for a ride quickly. 

 

In 1995 I recall being in Scotland briefly, it was -15 

degrees, the snow was a metre deep, I had just 

discovered the importance of having thermal underwear 

(having previously protested it wasn’t necessary), and it 

was so cold that if you touched a car in the street your 

fingers stuck to it (like touching the inside of your freezer 

at home).  It makes our riding weather seem like a relative 

walk in the park. 

 

It is great to hear Chris is as dedicated now as he was 

when I first met him (by email) around 1998/99.  Keen as 

ever.  Thanks Chris for sharing the passion. 

 

Rob Veitch Jan 2017. 

 

 

                                Q&A # 5Q&A # 5Q&A # 5Q&A # 52222    

Hard to Start and Hard to Start and Hard to Start and Hard to Start and 

generator Charginggenerator Charginggenerator Charginggenerator Charging....    
Hello folks  

 

This is the Q&A section with ramblings from our resident 

dumb arse mechanic. All answers given are just the 

uneducated opinion of a semi-literate wog and should be 

taken on board at your discretion. 

 

Q: Hi Wog. My bike is a little hard to start, especially when 

it’s hot. What’s the trick to an easy starter? 

 

A: Well mate there is no quick fix. You need a good, hot, 

well timed spark. That means good plugs, clean points, 

condenser in good condition and quality leads. No 

manifold air leaks, good valve guides and well-adjusted 

valves, a good condition and well-adjusted carby (float 

level and mixture) and good compression. So, like I always 

say, tackle any engine problem with a tune up first and 

most of the time that’s all it takes and the old tart will 

start every time. 

 

Q: Mate I’ve just had the genny on my Scout rewound and 

want it to be reliable. Any tips? And what’s a good charge 

rate? 

 

A: Good work keeping the original genny - I salute you. 

Most people fit aftermarket with solid state regulators 

these days. I’m not saying that’s the way to go, far from 

it. Original gennies work very well if you set them up 

properly. First you need a clamp meter to test amperage 

(output). Clamp it over the battery + then set the third 

brush with the engine running fast so that you have about 
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1 amp of + charge. You can go as low as .5 amps but you 

may have dramas keeping the battery charged around 

town (stop start). 

 

A word of warning. You can bump the charge rate up to 4 

or 5 amps but you will need to top up the electrolyte in 

the battery constantly and the battery won’t last very 

long. 

 

If you would like advice on any maintenance or club 

related issue, feel free to drop us a line or call the Wog or 

Glen (See the front of the mag for contact details). 

 

Keep the maintenance up, the rubber side down and ride 

safely. 

 

Regards  

 

Wayne Elezovich  D.A.M. (dumb arse mechanic) 

Patron. 

 

New Cloth Club Badges $7.              
                  Contact Jeremy 

 

             
 

Get your Club Gear here.  
If you’re after some new gear or just want to update your 

worn out stuff, this is the place to look.  We currently 

have limited stock of all items so don’t delay. Grab it while 

the stock lasts.  Here’s what we have at present: 

 

   
 

 

     

T-Shirts  

- white, red, black or a few navy 

$25 each 

Polo shirt 

- Navy only 

$25 each 

Golf Shirts 

-  Red or black  

$35 each 

Caps (wear with peak at front or back) 

- Red or Navy 

$20 each 

Cloth Badges (of the club logo) 

 

$7 each 

 

Contact Jeremy on 0438929341 and order yours now. 

 

 

 

                              For Sale 

Sena SMH10 Dual Bluetooth head set and intercom worth 

approx. $500.00 looking for around $400.00 New, still in 

box never been used.  Contact Barry  0402969588     
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For Sale 
1960 FLHF Duo Glide 

Ground up resto. 

Andrews J cam, 1 ½ belt primary, solid lifters with 

adjustable pushrods. 

Non-original parts are: 12volt cyclelectric generator, 5 

gallon tanks and Delcron engine cases. 

Great bike, rides very well and starts first time every time. 

Asking 25k 

Ring Wayne 0438977741 

 

 
 

 

Vapour Blasting 
 
Bring your engine and gear box parts back to life. Brings 

Aluminium parts the look the way it came out of the 

factory. Give me a call for a chat and quote. 

Cheers Shaun 0417 837 75 

 

 

Premier Truck Painters 
PH:  08 9295 0155 

M:  0433 026 035 

20 MORILLA ROAD MUNDARING WA 6073 

ABN:  90 662 595 565 

 

Our main focus at work is trucks. That’s our everyday 

bread and butter. But we love painting bikes. There is no 

job too big or too small. 

 

Below are some links to our web page and face book 

page. 

 

Regards 

John Naismith 

https://www.premiertruckpainters.com.au/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/premiertruckpain

ter/ 
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EAMC Calendar of Events 2018 
 

Date Event Organiser Start Time 

January 2018    

Feb 10/11 Longer Southern Ride - Combined IHC & EAMC ride through 

Pinjarra, Dwellingup, Nanga, Waroona Includes overnighter 

in Collie at Lyndon’s. Details in Saddle Up section   

Tim 

Hamish 

10/11 Feb 

Feb 18 Northam Vintage Swap Meet.  Run by Avon valley Vintage 

Vehicle Association. 

Enq: Sylvia  on 

0417 976 699 

 

March 10/12 Indian Harley two Day Rally in Bunbury.  Starts Sat AM   

March 18 Classic Car Show (static display) at Ascot racecourse   

April 7/8 Northam Motorsport Festival (Previously the Flying Fifties) 

Hill Climb & Motorkana on day 1. Street racing circuit on day 

2 

  

April 7/8 Roaring twenties Run.  Open to pre-1931 bikes.   Start and 

finish at Boyanup. Overnight at Nannup.   VMCC ride 

Ken Vincent  

 9293 3093 

 

April 15/16 York Motorcycle Festival   

May Combined clubs ride and overnighter at Quindanning - open 

to EAMC members with pre 48’ bikes.  Date TBD 

Hamish, IHC 

(Pre48 section) 

Time TBA 

May 28- 

June 3 

Great Southern 500.  WA Motor Museum to Albany.  

Contact: Vicki@albanyclassic.com 

Vicki Clark 

0417 269 477 

Time TBA 

June    

July    

August 25/26   AMCA Australia Meet at Bulli NSW   

September    

October Tim’s Dam Ride  Date TBA Tim TBD 

November Tractor Museum @ Serpentine Details TBA Rob TBD 

December    

 

                                    =  Non-EAMC Events - optional 

 
 

 


